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Letter from the Minister...

Dear Friends

Shift-working-shepherds interrupted by angels;

virgins and older woman falling pregnant; exotic

easterners arriving by starlight, and a monarch in
a mangeiThe Christmas story is one of surprises,

twists, and life-changing experiences.

Of course, it is all so familiar to us that we can
almost find it boring: the stories predictable, the
outcome anticipated. For many of us, we have
ceased to be thrilled and excited by its events.

And what is true of this story is true of Christmas
as a whole. Children might long for this season;
filled with anticipation and excited by its
surprises. But adults know bettée have
Christmas down to a polished routine of buying,
visiting and eating, all planned out in advance,
following the usual set of family conventions.
Christmas is manage@he season is pleasant,
but hardly a white-knuckle ride.

| fear that what is true of Christmas can also be
true of our Christian faitiVe have it down to a
pleasant routine, vaguely satisfying, but far from
dynamic. We are committed, but seldom
enthusiasticWe wouldnt change it — but neither
does it change us. How much we are missing.

Think of the participants in the nativitjhink of
Mary, Joseph and Elizabeth, the shepherds and
the unsuspecting residents of Bethleh&irink

how God breaking into the world surprised them,
and changed their lives. Recall that Israel had
waited with childish expectation and longing for
her Saviour God coming to change everything.

God wants to surprise us again.break into our
life’s routine and fill it with exciting life, joy and
power. Christian faith is following an

unpredictable God, who leads us into unknown
territory.

Before you read the rest of this magazine, find a
Bible and read John 1:1-14. Read it aloud if you
can. Ponder how dynamic the incarnation is: light
breaking into the darkness and changing
everything; th&\Vord ending the silence; new life,
new birth new hope. Let yourself get excited,
thrilled, surprised and mystified by those simple
words ‘and the word became flesh and lived
among us.’

What will God do among us, and in you, in the
year ahead?

May we live in interesting times.

Best wishes for Christmas and the new year

Alistair
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Chur ch Diary

Services at 1 1:00am and 6:30pm. Conducted by Rev Alist air May

Sunday 4th DecemberAdvent 2
11:00amHoly Communion
6:30pm Holy Communion

Monday 5th December — Rutherglen Rep Panto
7:30 SnowWhite and the Six Foot Dwarfs

Tuesday 6th Decembe# Christmas Concet

7:00pm Music from Sonelaw School and our
Church. In aid of Quarriers (£3.00 ~
Concessions £1.50 ~ pay at door)

Sunday 1ith December—Advent 3
11:00amGift Service
6:30pm Evening Service

Sunday 18th DecemberAdvent 4

11:00amAll-age celebration — Discoverers
taking part

6:30pm Nine lessons and carols

Saturday 24th December - Christmas Eve
7:00pm Pyjama service
11:30pmWatchnight Service

Sunday 25th December — Christmas Day
11:00amShort family service with informal
communion (no evening service)

Sunday 1st Januay — NewYear's Day
11:00am NewYear Service (no evening service)

Living Faith

The final meeting will be omhursday 8th
December with a pot luck supper for all
participants in Living Faith and housegroups on
Thursday 15th in the mid-hall.

Wednesday Morning Prayer Meetings
These prayer meetings will be held from 10:30-
11:30 in Transept CornerTea/cofee will be
served from 10:00am.

Please note there will be no meeting on 28th
December and 4th January

SAVE THESE DATES IN 2006

Housegroup s

Wednesday and@hursday Evenings (7.45pm)
30th November/ 1st December arddHland 12th
December

The Wednesday gpbup meets at:
Stephen & Julie Hoey - 26A CentralAve
Thursday meetings are held at:
Maynie Mason$ home - 68 Greyston&ve
Bill and Anne Sewarts - 9 Abbotsford Ave
John and Moira Shaw’- 52 Highbugh Drive
The Vestry led by Malcolm and Greta Doig
and Alistair May

The 50 or so people involved lriving Faith have benefited so much, that we want everyone else to have an
opportunity From January 22nd, we will use the 10 weekly DVD presentations in place of the sermon at the
evening serviceThe service will finish at 7.30, with a chance for discussion afterwards oveectfore

details in January

After the success of theongregational Confelenceof 2004, we are planning another for the weekend of 9th-
12th February on the subject of Christian living and growing. Colin Sinclair has been booked as aapdaker
the weekend will have elements of fun, music, learning and sharing. More details in Januplgase keep
the weekend (Friday night ‘til Sunday morning) free.

Chur ch R eqister

Deaths
Mr Forbes &achan, 198 Dukes Road died on 13th November

Certificate of Transference
Miss Susan Eunson, 1/3 43 Mansionhouse Gardens on 13th November
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B usiness Matters

Financial Summary October 2005

Actual Budget to Actual v
Month | To Date 2004 date Budget
FWO Gift Aid etc 7378 76475
Ordinary 797 6417
Total Offerings 8175 82892 82300 85666 -2774
Tax recovery 17019 *
Other 24 1307 *
Total income 8199| 101218
Expenditue * 17992 100895
Surplus/Shortfall -9793 323

** The 2005 Budget requires a total of £21,000ér Recoveries and £1,250 in other income.
* The October payment to Church of Scotland totalling £7,244.20 was not made due to lack of funds.

BUILDINGS REFURBISHMENT APPEAL
The position as at 20 November 2005 was as follows:

£
Received to 20 November 2005 25,608
Stonelaw Guild 300
Mother & Toddler Group 1,000
Stonelaw Pre School 1,000
StonelawTuesday Chat Group 25
Rainbow Guides 50
Anne Summers’ Estate 1,000
Fairtrade stall 300
Managerstoffee morning 533
Tax recovery 6,296
Interest 185
36,297
Less: Hunter & Clark Ltd interim payment 19,363
Hunter & Clark Ltd final payment 13,613
Westburn Fabrications — gate/rails 1,580
34,556
Surplus 1,741

ELDERS’ DOOR DUTIES

% &|'




Or ganisation News....

TUESDAY CHAT GROUP

We all had a lovely evening in Novembgfriend

of Lucy’s, Rhona Brown, came along and spoke
to us about the joys of teaching English in
Hungary Actually she taught English in a few
different placesThanks to Rhona for making it a
very enjoyable evening.

Our December meeting is on the 13th at 7.30pm
in the mid-hallWe will be having our traditional
Secret Santa (so remember to bring along your
£5 present) and games. So do join in the fun with
our Festive Celebration3ea/cofee and mince
pies will be served.

Look forward to seeing you all there. Have a
Joyous Christmas and a Good Négat

Alison McCatan (secetary)

GUILD

In December we are having a Christmas Meal on
the 14th Decembethe first for a long time and
all the ladies are looking forward to it.

On Sunday 27th Novemheo end GuildVeek,
the following ladies were presented with 45 years
long service certificates:

Anne Alston, NettaAnderson, Jenny Hunter
Ruby Hunter Ruby Feguson, Netta Munn and
Isobel Paulsen. Congratulations to all the ladies.
Myra Howitt

PLATFORM 3 PROGRAMME

Platform 3 is for anyone in S1 and up, and new members are always welcome, from within and outside
Stonelaw Church. We meet 7:45-9pm on Sunday evenings, usually in the Session House.

Our recent meetings have been in the familiar surroundings of Stonelaw but in our discussions we have
been taken far away in many directions. Alan Milloy took us out into the Universe to discuss ‘What on
Earth are we here for?’ You can't get further away than that! Then we welcomed Jen Robertson of the
Reachout Trust, who got us thinking about parties, Jesus, the Pharisees and the sinful woman. After the
school break Louise and Alan Mairs shared their faith through some wonderful music from the Bluegrass
tradition, then John Robertson took us out to sea with Jonah and ‘A whale of a tale’. We decided there is
a lot of Jonah in us all, running away from God and responsibility. And the next week in David Jamieson,

who spoke about Faith and Sailing, we had a man who comes close to following Jonah in escaping to sea...

Given all the pressure of exams and the like, the numbers remain reasonable. It would be great if everyone
all came one week, though, to overwhelm the Session House!

Sunday 4th December:  Video night: The Simpsons!

Sunday 11th December:  Joint Youth Night at Stonelaw

Sunday 18th December: 9 Lessons and Carols. Mince pies and ice cream to follow

THE BRIGADE AT STONELAW

Stonelaw Girls’ Brigade

We have a new member to add to our regulars so
we’re now up to nine girldMe had an enjoyable
fancy dress party with Spanish, IndiAmerican,
Japanese, Chinese, and Na#fineerican (not Red
Indian | was told) costumes on display

We’ve been looking at Light this month and the

girls have learnt about Jesus the Light of the
World and have made a variety of crafts in this
theme - a glittery lantern, a flame headband and
they have iced biscuits as tfaf lights.

We want to thank parents for the excellent turn-
out of eight girls at the Remembrance Service.

Christina McKechnie 0141 613 3914

131 Glasgow BB Junior Section

As reported last month we had a fancy dress party
on an international them&Ve had a variety of
countries on show with a couple of unusual
representationsA cowboy a rapper Elvis, an
Australian complete with (toy) crocodile, a garlic-
wearing Frenchman, #mncient Greek, a London
Policeman, a Chinese mandarin and a Karate Kid,
and 2 fromThailand draped in lots of tieslhe
boys enjoyed their night and told lots of jokes as
their ‘party-pieces’.

In November we had a great turn-out of boys for
the Remembrance Service and we are looking
forward to our $Andrew’s night celebrations.



Local In ter est....

CHURCH VISITORS

Some people will know that | am fortunate enough
to be retired from paid employment and that |
spend the ‘summémonths living and cruising on
my yacht. | find the combination of mountains and
islands irresistible and in the last four seasons |
have headed to North Scotland and Scandinavia.
My usual schedule finds me commissioning the
boat in the Clyde iApril, then round the ‘Mullto

the Hebrides and by the end of May in the Scottish
Northern IslesThis year | crossed the North Sea
in early June from Lerwick to Norway and returned
to Shetland at the endAfigust. September brings
me creeping back round Cap&ath and South to
the Clyde. | consider myself very privileged to live
this life as the voyaging takes me to many superb
places and | meet interesting folk both on other
boats and ashore. During the time on the Scottish
coast | try to worship in the local kirk and | thought
my impressions as a visitor to other churches may
be of interest to t®nelaw people.

In general, my experiences are very positivee
Church of Scotland is no longer the centre of life
in the community that it was in the past, but in the
congregations | join | find the faith strong and the
worship uplifting.The various coastal churches go
from the lage such as Kirkwall Cathedral or
Fraserbugh Old; the considerable small town
churches such as Brodick, PortregpBness and
Lerwick; and then many small community kirks
from Gigha to Unst. | dom’have favourites. I$
easier to blend into a lger congregation but more
generally at the smaller kirks the welcome will be
warmer Some small churches use taped music to
accompany singing and this reminds me how
fortunate we are att@elaw Last year | joined
the Free Presbyterians at Scalpay and was moved
by the fervour of their singing led by a Precentor
The basic service was in English but some of the
Psalms were sung in Gaelic. | found it quite
impossible to follow the text in English and just
‘enjoyed’ the singing.

My nature is reserved and | do not seek much
engagement with the congregations | visit. Most
churches dér coffee and fellowship at the end of
the service and when | do accept this invitation |
remember only ready friendship. But | do also
remember the very occasional visit to a church
when no one has greeted me and | have come and
gone without a word to or from anyorénen | do
report that the act of worship feels diminished.
What seems obvious to a regular worshipper is not
always so obvious to a visitdhen you enter a
strange church, guidance about the conventions of
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the congregation helps to put a visitor at ease. Such
as what hymn book is used? Once, in Uist, | missed
the plate on entering. | felt ashamed latehat
must they have thought of me? | posted nigrafg

from the next port.

The Managers att8nelaw have long had the
tradition of meeting together in the vestibule before
morning service and | have been part of these
meetings for the past 25 years. Principally this is
to agree duties with thefefing plates but often it
involves some business and some friendly chat.
But now as a visitor to other churches |
occasionally see in others what we Managers must
look like to our visitors. Not a welcoming group
prepared for strangers, but a group intent on their
own company

And how pleasant it is to be remembered from the
previous visit. “V¢lcome. I've seen you before?
You have come back to worship with us again. How
nice to see you.”

| am asked if | attend public worship abroad. |
don't. | am a poor linguist and although | do
consider joining a congregation on a Sunday |
worry that | am using the attendance more as an
entertainment than worshihat do you think?

Although not soo much an issue abrglaw the
time of morning service is always a problem for a
visitor. Its best if | can do a dry run in a community
new to me; find the kirk and make a note of the
time on the noticeboardnd although | keep a
record of the times of morning services from
previous visits, | know from experience that times
can change from year to ye&ometimes the boat

is anchored a couple of miles from the Kirk and
on a dreich Saturday evening it takes much
willpower to do a stifrow ashore and an hdsir
hike just to note the time on the boakad | can
report that sometimes the actual time of the service
does not agree with the noticeboard! Guessing does
not work especially in the smaller communities
where there are linked congregations and the
Minister has two or three services infelient kirks.

A Church of Scotlandelpline would be useful, but
would congregations keep the database of times
updated?

In summary then, this occasional visitor
appreciates a friendly greeting in a strange kirk.
Please tell me 6fif you see me chatting in the
vestibule.

David Jamieson



MAKE POVERTY HISTORY: WHITE BAND DAY 3

The symbol of the Make Poverty History campaign is a simple white band worn around the wrist, your arm -
in fact anywhere you like that it can be seen by everyone! By wearing one you are part of a unique worldwide
effort in 2005 to end extreme poverty - you're saying thattithe to stop the deaths of more than 200,000
people every single week from preventable diseases.

10th December is the thik¥hite Band Day when across the globe people will remind world leaders that we
are still watching and waiting for them to make poverty histohys time the focus is on trade justice, just
days ahead of thé@orld Trade Oganisation talks in Hong Kong, on 13th December

Order online: wwwehangesomething.co.uk Christiaial/Traidcraft website
Order by phone: Christiahid - 08700 787 788, ofraidcraft - 0870 443 8759

Order by post: Christiaftiid, PO Box 30Alton, GU34 4PYYou can order two types of band by post, a cotton
band and a silicon bandhey are both £1 each. Enclose a cheque made payable to Ciidtiad, giving
your address and stating how many of each type of band you'd like to order

(Problems getting hold of a white band? Contact Jean MacKenzie on 647 4913)
Make Poverty History - the story so far

Already this year campaigners have helped tdgete Justice, More and Betfgd and Drop the Debt on the
political and media agenda like never before. Over 225,000 people took to the streets irgedmbBuly

26,000 people took part in tHeade Justic®/igil in April and 22,000 people packd@dafalgar Square to hear
Nelson Mandela appeal to top world leaders to ensure 2005 is the year when poverty is made history

The G8 made significant commitments on debt and aid in July but fell well short of what they should have
achieved.The World Bank and International Monetary Fund have taken steps in September to ensure these
promises are met, but there is still much more to be done.

WEBSITE OF THE MONTH: www .alternativity .org.uk

Christmas in 2004 was overshadowed byTignami and the sudden realisation for many of us of how fragile

life is. Its poignancy seemed greater as we celebrated the new life in the birth of Christ. Suddenly all the
commercialisation of the season and the meaningless fripperies were wiped out as we daily wait¥ed our
and saw the disaster unfold.

What lessons can we learn from this for this year?

How was Christmas for you in 2004%as it as you dreamed it would be or were you left feeling stressed,
overbusy and promising yourself to do itf@ifently next year?

ALTERnativity wants to:
Rediscoverthe values of the Magnificat.

Rememberthe simplicity and meaning of the Incarnation, with the freedom, joy and peace thdt e iof
the coming of the Messiah.

Resistthe excesses of consumerism, which cause stress tqQ amehiead some to incur unpayable debts.

Why not take a look before the busy-ness takes over?

SUGGESTED WAYS TO DISCOVER THE POWER OF PRAYER IN THE PRACTICE OF PRAYER
In recent Sundays, the minister has beammting us to look cafully at our prayer life. Herare some ideas
from Julie Hoeywhom we also thank for thegwious two items on this page.

* Join a prayer chain — speak to Greta Doig for more details, and read about the 24-7 movement of continual
prayer http://www24-7prayecom/

* Come to the church’'weekly prayer meeting — evafjednesday 10 tolh.m.

* Pray with your children continued on next page



HERE WE GO AGAIN

Thank you very much to all who supported the
National MissionTeams recent quiz.We were
again amazed at the amount raised and this has
now been sent to the Reachdutist on your
behalf.

| would also like to thank the members of the
committee who provided such a lovely supper for
everyone.

Looking forward though - Homelessness Sunday
is on 29th Januan2006 and we would like to
invite you to lunch after the morning service on
that day

With Alistair’s cooperation we have managed to
bookAnn Lyle who is one of the chaplains in the
Lodging House Mission to lead the service and
I'm sure that will be of great interest to many
people.

In the run up to Homelessness Sunday we asked
the LHM what we could do which would be of
most help and the stafgreed that the underwear
we provided two years ago was the most needed
donation they could get. Needless to say we are
asking you once again to donate new underwear
during the month of January

The most appropriate sizes are medium and small
for men and sizes 10 &12 for ladies.

Who knows, we may persuade Janis to create
another knickerometer!

Here is an excerpt from a leaflet sent out by
LHM: “| needed clothes and you clothed me”
The emegency clothing store at the LHM helps
hundreds of people each year

Maidie Smeaton

THOUGHT FOR THE MONTH

John Borland

We have to live more simplyn order that others might simply live.

DON'T THROW THOSE CARDS IN THE GREEN BIN...

In January many of you brought your Christmas cards to churakdpcling in aid of théVoodlandTrust.
Tesco andWH Smith will again beollecting cards in January and there will be a collection box ikl dtieof
Fellowship for any of you who are unable to take your capdsself.The cards can go into the blue recycling
bins but any cardsken toTesco oMWH Smith will be recycled to fund planting of neéxees.

This year 58 million cards were collected, exceeding tlyetaf 54 million, and th&VoodlandTrust is aiming

for 60 million next year

Elaine May

continued from previous page

* Assign a specific place (a room, a chaiherever) in your home as your place of prayer and get into the

habit

* Get together with 2 or 3 friends to pray regularly for each other

* Don't know what to say? Use other peoplptayers; the Psalms are a good place to ¥tautmight also
like to use litugy like http://wwwcofe.anglican.a@/worship/dailyprayer

* Take a leaf out of the Celtic traditions — as you make a meal, thank God for his goodness and pray for thos
who will eat it; as you write a report, pray for those who will read it; as you do the school run, pray for the

pupils, teachers and support &taf

* Take time out for reflection, meditation— in Perthshire perhap&#p://www.bieldatblackruthven.gruk

* Use the Labyrinth technique — online http://web.ukonline.co.uk/paradigrgamiee a labyrinth intBnelaw

* Join others to pray for specific concerns e.g. the work of Scripture Union in the area (contact Mary Gurling

0141 641 2358)
Whatever you do — just do it!



News fr om Abr oad....
Tajik Troubles

These last couple of months have involved many
changes, not all for the better!

Our project in partnership with UNICE the
north, came to a close in Octopleut not entirely
as | had envisaged it.

| had thought that the plan was to re-integrate as
many children as could safely return home, and
then work gradually over the next 2 years or so, to
find alternative placements for the remaining
children, who could not, in our opinion, safely go
home. Howeverit eventually became clear to me
that the government plan was to close the 3
institutions with which we were working and that
therefore all the children had to be moved out as
quickly as possibleThis caused me and my
recently trained social workers much heart-
searching, and in the end, despite very strong
pressure from the authorities, some were able to
stand their ground and refuse to return children to
dangerous or unsuitable situations.

In many ways | feel that this has been the most
important reason for my being here - to stand up
for the rights of children to be treated at least with
some care and consideration, and to pass this
message on to some of the $tafvolved in
working with children.

Unfortunately this pressure on our workers has now
moved down to the Dushanbe work where we are
also re-integrating children from 2 Ige
institutions.Again the plan is to close these
institutions as quickly as possible, but this will
affect the living situation of over 500 children.
Our workers have already re-integrated 500
children - the ones they felt could go home and it
is children with more dffcult family situations
who remain.

Please pray about this situation - that the
government would appreciate that this is important
and delicate work and should not be done as if
they were moving a herd of cattle about.
Sometimes the authorities resent our presence here,
which makes it difcult to make suggestions about
such issues.

Personallyl have moved back to Dushanbe, to the
same house, though my housemate has moved out.
It is good to have more people around to talk to in
English!!

Thanks, as always for interest, support for the work,
and prayerall of which are much appreciated.

Christine

An American Chaplain

One of our memberspily Unick, ofAbbeyfields
McMillan House, has passed us this text, which was
written about his daughténne, who lives iAmerica.

With a softly engaging burr in her voidenne Smith
Gordon cannot deny her birth and rearing in Glaggow
Scotland. After graduating as an RN from the
Glasgow Infirmary she stded in the ER, went into
midwifery, and then came to thée$es in 1970 where
she first worked at th@/ashington Hospital Center
in Washington DC and then went into veterinary
medicine. As a vet nurse, she did x-rays, kept the
animals under anaesthetic, carried out simplgesyr
(cleaning out abscesses, cleaning teeth). It was a small
animal clinic, but one of the vets had horseAsoe

got to do some equine stufith him.

Married to Bob in 1972, she has two daughters and is
presently the proud grandmother of an 8 year old
grandson.Anne’s nursing career has taken many a
twist and turn, even geographicallyshe and Bob
moved to Minnesota and lived there 15 years before
retiring to North Carolina in 1993. In Minnesota they
came into a deeper walk of faithnne took training

with the FamilyViolence Center in the early 1980s
when the domestic abuse issue was just being brought
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to the surface. She also did nine months of training
as a lay counsellor in dysfunctional family intervention
and audited classesTimeology at Bethélheological
Seminary in 8Paul. For nearly twelve yeasnne
was involved in the ministry of counselling, primarily
to Christian women in abuse situations.

While taking a three month EMTourse,Anne
discovered that she no longer enjoyed ‘hands on’
medicine but rather found the role of comforter to be
her calling and felt the Lord calling her to Chaplaincy
Always seeking to be fully prepare&hne completed
CPE at New Hanover Regional Hospital in
Wilmington. Additionally, she has had training and
is certified in trauma and critical situations
intervention and debriefing through International
Fellowship of Chaplains, Inc., along with training at
the police academy in Myrtle Beach in Practical
Kinesic Interview and Interrogation.

As if this were not enough, she is also in her tenth
year as a member of the Coast Guandiliary, has
held the post of Lay Leader for her Flotilla, and
officiates at dficial Coast Guard functions.

Anne says, “By nature | am a contemplative and



belonged to a contemplative prayer community whilst
living in Minnesota. By calling | am an intercessor
and belonged to an intercessory group in Minnesota.
| have spent time in Kenyd&frica teaching and
preaching. | see Chaplaincy as an outreach of comfort
to those in a stress situation. My job as a Chaplain is
to meet the needs of that person as they present them
not as | may perceive thenThe greatest gift | as a
Chaplain can give to the person is the gift of listening.

| believe in the power of prayer and have seen people
healed and released through it, but | need to listen
first then allow the Lord to give me the prayer or the
word that will touch that person.”

Beyond chaplaingyAnne’s interests are reading
mystery novels, writing for the Pelican Post and the
Magnolia Green newsletteplaying golf, riding
horses, swimming and travelling. She also volunteers
at the local librarythe town hall in Leland and Coast
Guard $ation, Oak Island.

A woman of many talents, boundless gyer
limitless ideasAnne Smith Gordon is both an
asset to the Chaplaincy program and a delightful
person to know

any inconvenience.

Snow White Pantomime (Monday 5th
December poster was here. It had to be
removed as it icreased the file size
beyond manageable limits. Apologies for




Pause for Though t

CHRISTMAS — DOES THE WORD OFFEND YOU?

Yet again the faceless political correctness
brigade is out in force, and | for one have had
enough — Christmas is a Christian festival and
free speech is still allowed.

Councils who try to ‘ban’ references to
Christianity should have their funds scrutinised
to see where council and other tax monies go.
Far too much prominence is given to minorities
of all persuasions to the detriment of the silent
majority, and | for one strongly object to being
patronised and having my intelligence continually
insulted.

Please bring back common sense before we lose
our reason.

Now back to the good news.

There is something special about this season of
the year My impression is that other days and
other recollections seem to telescope andymer
and fade but bygone Christmases remain clear
milestones in my memory

The breathless childhood excitement of
discovering your stocking in the early morning
dark at the foot of the bed, filled with an apple,
an orange, a penny and perhaps a game of Ludo
or Snakes and Ladders.

My sister and | would rush round to the ‘wee
sweetie shopto collect our Cadburg’selection
box where we had paid a penny every fortnight
for a whole yegrand my mother always had first
choice when they were openedhen later on
down to the church and Sunday School and
singing carols.

But one Christmas stands out in my memory —
standing beside the dof of my father as the
church bells pealed out their message of goodwill
and every home seemed full of joy save ours;
sharing at midnight in these strange and
wonderful services when out of the dark streets
the people came pouring into the churches to keep
their annual truce in the House of God and bring
their homage to the Christ-childAnd so much
more; a multitude of Christmas memories.

So once again we are reminded of the epoch-
making events that shook the world, the vibrations
of which are felt todayover two thousand years
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on from the moment when the angel announced,
“Thou shalt call His name JesusThere were
various reactions to His birth. It was greeted with
the heavenly choir rendering their anthems of
praise, but the king on the throne was troubled
and all Jerusalem with hinAs far as mankind is
concerned, it has been s®here are still those
who hail Him and those who hate Hiffihe birth

of Christ has staggered and stumbled men of all
ranks and persuasions.

The mystery surrounding the greatest man ever born
has never been fully unravelled or explained. If
Christ was only an ordinary man then the claims he
made were deceitful and blasphemoWée are left
with the dilemma of trying to explain how a lying
impostor could achieve so much good in the world
for so long a time and for so many people.

Whatever our views are about the birth and life
of Christ, the fact remains He still stands supreme
amongst sons of men. His glory has not been
dimmed by the passing of the centuries. His love,
wisdom and power are just the same today and
are experienced by all who possess childlike faith
and have accepted Him as Saviour and L@ttt
gospel of Jesus Christ is as relevant today as it
was 2,000 years ago.

There is something sad about this season; it is to
see so many entering into these festivities with
no knowledge of their significance.

This Christmas when the world seems to be at
the mercy of terror as so many were 2,000 years
ago, it may indeed be hope for that elusive ‘peace
on earth’ rather then Jingle Bells that we all seek.
That’s why the Heraldngels sing so joyfully of
‘Peace on earth’ and ‘Mercy mild, God and
sinners reconciled'.

A new beginning with God is the most pressing need
of every human beingVe stand condemned before
Him without hope for eternityhaving rebelled
against His authority and ruined His world.

Don't let this year pass you by without finding
time to ponder the wonder of Christmas.

Greetings from our household to yours, with
every blessing at Christmas.

John Borland
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