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Letter from the Minister...

Dear Friends

“What shall | give the person who has
everything?” So often this is the pressing question
of Advent. “What on earth shall | give my mum/
son/Aunt Sue this time around?”

Yet, even as we dare the horrors of Braehead,
surf the web, or frantically thumb th&rgos
catalogue, we sense that something is far wrong.
A degree in theology is not required to tell that a
celebration of the “Wrd made flesh” ought not

to start in the frenzy of th&/oolies’ queue.
Something smells bad, if not downright
blasphemous.

Christina Rossetti, in the sugariest of the carols,
asked: “What can | givelim, poor as | am?” Itis

a very good question. Perhaps, in ofluaht age,

it starts from a false premise, but it subverts our
usual festive concerns and focuses on what
actually matters: what abobtim? Dare we ask
Rossettis question this year? Dare we spend just
a fraction of our costly time pondering our own
response to Emmanuel?

The answer could be remarkable. “Sell all you
have, give to the popand come follow me” said
Mary’s adult son to one man-who-had-everything.
“Give your very bodies as living sacrifices”
thunders Paul, in response to the mercy shown in
the Father who has given his son. Christmas could
be transformed by that questidrhe ritual carol
singing could become deep, meaningful worship:
“God with us” could become both a prayer and a
reality.

Another question flows from that. Not “What
shall | give the person who has everything?”, but
indeed “What shall | give the person who has
nothing at all?”

A goat, given via ChristiaAid, or at least
ensuring that the festive chocolate is fairly-traded,
might be a practical starting point here. But it is
only a beginningThe call isnt to put a sop in
our Makets stocking, and then get back to the
party Rather the call is to stop, pondand
worship, at the costliest gift that God has given
to us And, wondering at his generositraw back
from the manger a changed, challenged and yet
joyful people.

Alistair
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Chur ch Diary

Services at 1 1:00am and 6:30pm, conducted by Rev  Alist air May unless otherwise st ated

Sunday 3rd December — First Sunday in
Advent

11:00 am Holy Communion

6:30 pm Romans 14-15

Monday 4th December
7:15 pm Rutheglen Rep Panto — Goldilocks

Sunday 1@h December— Advent 2
11:00 am Morning Service
6:30 pm Romans 15-16

Monday 11th December

7:30 pm Community Carol Service

Many in the congrgation and community just
enjoy singing caols. Thats all this evening will
be about: song and fellowship. Please bring your
friends. Just a simple chance to sing favourite
carols and eat mince pies.

Sunday 17h December— Advent 3

11:00 am Gift Service (with Discoverers
taking part)

6:30 pm Nine Lessons and Carols

Tuesday 1¢h December—Christmas Concett
7:00 pm Music from Sonelaw School and

our Church(£3.00 ~Conc. £1.50 ~ pay at door)
This is the fouth year wunning for this geat
evening. I8 a mixtue of the sa@d and the secular
from the conceérband and young voices of the
school, to the (nearly as youthful) voices of our
praise goup. Its a geat way of building bridges
into the community — so please do support it.

Thursday 21st December
11:00 am Stonelaw School Service

Sunday 24h December - Christmas Eve

11:00 am Family Christmas Service

7:00 pm Pyjama Service (Pyjamas and
Christingle optional)

11:30 pm Watchnight Service

Not only do we enjoy these Christmas Eve

services, but they particularly attract folk who

dont often come to chah. So, please do come

and join us at least at one.d dont even need

to be a child to come to the pyjama service!)

Monday 25th December — Christmas Day
11:00 am Short Family Service
(with informal communion)

Sunday 3kt December
11:00 am Morning Service

(no evening service)
8pm — 1am Open House at the Manse
If you've no paticular plans,Alistair and Elaine
are extending a warm invitation to alid®elaw
folk and friends to drp in at the manse (80
Blairbeth Road) fom 8pm — 1 am (when we
definitely go to bed!). This is simply a chance to
be together andelax.

Sunday h January 2007
11:00 am Morning Service
6:30pm  Communion

MIDWEEK

Thursday Evenings (7:45)

Thursday 7th December: Housegroups
Thursday 14th December: Special event - see
announcement sheet for further details
Resumingrhursday 1th January: Housegroups

Thursday meetingsare held at:

Maynie Masors home - 68 Greystoeenue
Bill and Anne Sewarts - 9AbbotsfordAvenue
John and Moira Shaw'- 52 Highbugh Drive
The Vestry, led by Malcolm and Greta Doig
and Alistair May

Prayer Meetings

Prayer meetings diWednesdays throughout Dec/Jan will be normal apart from the December 27th and January

3rd when there will be no prayer meeting.

Advent Reflections

Rutheglen ChurcheJogether are ganising a
series of informal reflections fakdvent each
TuesdayTea and cdée from 10am and then a
short reflection and discussion from 10:30,
finishing by 1.:30. Please come to aroyr all, of
these as you are able.

5th December- Stonelaws Sanctuary
(Leader:William Wilson, Burnside Church)
12th December- SalvationArmy, King Sreet
(LeaderAlistair May)

19th December- Burnside Church

(Leader: $even Huyton, SalvatioArmy)



B usiness Matters

MANAGERS’' REPORT
The managers would like to announce and welcome Bob Murphy to the board. Bob who recently moved int
the communityhas joined the Board of Managers for one y&#&mank you Bob.

We are still seeking 3-4 people to join the board. Remember that serving the Lord is a calling and a gres
privilege! Are you ready to do His work? If this is you, then give me a call on 647 2488the managers,
would love to meet you and welcome you to our fold.

Annual Business Meeting Constitution — Clause 15

The managers wish to remind the members of the congregation of the above clause which reads, “Any propos
to alter the salary of the churcHioér or the oganist must be laid before the managers, who shall, if they see
any reason for alteration, bring it before fkrenual Business Meeting of the congregatio&hy proposal

must be in the hands of the Clerk to the Board byJahuary 2007.

Retiring Managers
The following managers, retiring from the Board atAhaual Business Meeting,fef themselves for re-election:

Betty Campbell Vetinia Gorman Jean Munn David Robb SuartWillins

The managers wish you a peaceful Christmas.
Vetinia Gorman(Clerk to the Managers

FINANCIAL SUMMARY FOR OCTOBER 2006

Actual 2005 Budget to Actual v

Month | To Date date Budget
FWO Gift Aid etc 7952 74228
Ordinary 551 5291
Total Offerings 8503 79519 82892 88736 -9217
Tax recovery 16363 >
Other_ ** The 203@ udﬂé'ﬁ.%% lires-a total of £22,56man-RecoveLes and £750 in other income.
Total income 8539 97535
Expenditure  1E appareqt 10 dgge §gpius ofli330 does not {ake accourt of the paymenth@Church of Scotland of
Surplus/Shortfé? 790.49dg each st, Septemper and chwhmﬁ' could not be made due to lack of funds. If these

coutdhrave beenpaid-the cumutative figure-woutd beashortfalllob£1.

The payments foAugust and September have now been made in Noveleaise also note that the total
offerings to date are down by £3,373 when compared to the same period in 2005.

ELDERS’ DOOR DUTIES
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Or ganisation News....

TUESDAY CHAT GROUP

Thank you to everyone who came along for our
November meeting. It was very interesting
hearing about MissioAviation Fellowship, and
the work thatAndrew does over iAfrica. We
hope and pray that his good work may continue.

Our next meeting is on the 12th December at
7.30pm in the mid hall which will be our ‘Festive
Celebration’ We will have Christmas pies along
with Lesleys MulledWine (non-alcoholic!) and
not forgetting our ‘Secret Santa’. Please do come
along and join in our fun.

Hope everyone has a lovely Christmas and a good
New Year

Future dates : 9th January 2007 ‘Musical
Theme Evening'.

Alison McCartan

2nd RUTHERGLEN GUIDES

GIRLS BRIGADE

The two sections are continuing to work through
their own badge work programmes although we
have had a couple of shared activities recently
At the end of October we had a dressing up party
for all the girls with the theme of colours; the
girls were asked to dress either all in one colour
or in as many colours as possiblide girls also
planted bulbs one evening in aid of Marie Curie
nurses.The Explorers planted daflils and the
Juniors planted tulips and we're looking forward
to learning how many of them grow

Between now and Christmas we will continue
with the badge work.The Explorers have now
finished triangles and we will be looking at stars
up to the end of term. In addition both sections
will be celebrating 8Andrew’s Day and having

a Christmas party

Elaine May 583 0157

The session is well under way now and the Guides have been very busy working on their patrol “Go For It”
Challenge and Personal Safety Badge. For this they have been finding out more about the dangers of drugs,
alcohol, smoking and eating disordeli&e have also enjoyed a variety of fun and games, drama and craft
activities.

We would like to thank parents, church members and friends for their continued support for our unit. In
particular the Guides, Brownies and Rainbows recently raised £13&doa 7AatYorkhill Hospital, where

one of the guides, Lori Fulton, has been a patient for the past Weaare glad to welcome Lori back to
Guides this term and would like to thank the church for their good wishes and prayers.

It was wonderful to see so many girls at the Remembrance Day Service, all looking so smart in their uniforms.
We appreciate the parents help in turning the girls out for this parade.

The girls and leaders are all looking forward to our Christmas trip to the Imax cinema at the Glasgow Science
Centre, to se€he Polar Express in 3DChen in the Newear we will be working hard to raise funds for our
summer break to th&ctivity Centre in Dalguise.

We would like to take this opportunity to wish everyone a happy and peaceful Christmas from 2nglé&uther
Guides, Brownies and Rainbows.

Jan Mogan

TRANSEPT CORNER

Thank you to everyone who has volunteered to help with serving tea &el-eoit to faoget the

juice — after morning servicelhis is becoming more popular as fellowship continues long after
the benediction. If anyone else would be willing to help — probably no more than three times pger
year — please contact me on 569 0229.

Janice Mclnnes




Local In ter est....

NATIONAL MissioN T EAM EVENTS L
The Annual Quiz took place on Saturday 18th November and although the nasty weather
somewhat curtailed the numbers, everyone who braved the elements enjoyed a laughter-
filled evening of fun and fellowship. In addition, in excess of £500 was raised for the
Prince and Princess of Wales Hospice - a great result. Thanks to all who attended and
organised the event.

Homelessness Sunday
The National Mission Team’s next venture will focus on Homelessness Sunday, which this
year takes place on 28th January 2007.

As well as inviting you to share lunch with us that day, the National Mission Team would
encourage you, throughout January, to show your support for Glasgow’s homeless people
who benefit from the sterling work of the Lodging House Mission.

When we asked the LHM what they would like us to collect for them this year they told us
that they would really appreciate a repeat of our previous appeal - which of course was for
UNDERWEAR! The wonderful response from Stonelaw last year has kept the LHM clients
in underwear for the entire year and this is appreciated so much by all concerned. So let’s
see if we can repeat last year’'s amazing response of 640 items of underwear

Watch out for bargains as you are doing your Christmas shopping - or better still, wait for
the January sales. Underwear can be brought to the church any Sunday from now on -
although our Undiemeter will not be on display until early January.

Janis Neil, Convenor

THEYC artoonlClih

Popcorn, and exciting cartoons exploring Christian themes.

First Saturday of each month
(2nd December, 13th January, 3rd February, 3rd March)

2.00-3.30 pm

All children are welcome. Parents/carers are welcome to stay too, or to leave their
children. (An adult must remain with any pre-school child). Free of charge.

More information? Phone 583-0157




GREEN ISSUES

For the last two years, many of you have brought
your Christmas cards to church after Néaar
and they have been takenTiesco for recycling

in aid of theWoodlandTrust. Many of you have
also taken them yourselves to eithéH Smith

or Tesco.The collection in January 2006 took in
82 million cards, far exceeding thedat of 60
million. We filled three supermarket trolleys with
cards from ®nelaw These cards are recycled
and used to make products such as tissue paper
photocopy paper or corrugated cardboditky

are recycled within the UK and each tonne of
cards collected saves 17 trees.

The taget for January 2007 is 90 million cards
and once again there will be a bin in the Hall of
Fellowship during January to collect cards from
those of you unable to take them to a collecting
point yourself.This yearTK Maxx is joining
Tesco andVH Smith in collecting the cards so
please either take your cards to one of these stores
between January 2nd and 31st (TK Maxx has a
store next to Boots at Kingsgate in East Kilbride)
or bring them to church during January and | will
take them to a collecting point.

Elaine May

LOK AT THIS! MUSICAL EVENING!

Morag McLintock and some of her ‘musical’ friends, calling themselves Friends United, are putting on a
concert featuring songs from a variety of musicals to raise money f@itlsklospital in India where another

two friends of the group are working.

The concert will be held in the United Reformed Church on Saturday 9th December at 7IB{ens, priced
£5 for adults and £3 for all concessions, are available from Morag on 0141 647 1659. If youacage to
attend the concert but would like to make a donation, you can do so by contacting Kibragney raised

will go towards Lok Hospital.

Advance notice:

The Mikado at the King$heatre, 17th — 20th January 07 - another chance to see and hear Morag in action!

News fr om Abr oad....

...FROM CHRISTINE REID... Greetings from my W elsh Training Programme!

As | expected, this has turned out to be as
challenging and as much of a ‘culture shock’ as
being inTajikistan! Living in a community with

11 GapYear folks, 17 children from new baby to
15, and 10 other adults, is quite trying if, like me,
you regularly need a bit of space. Not to mention
having every minute of every day time-tabled for
you! Howevey it has also been great to get to
know these folks, some of whom have been
working in really dificult places overseas and
others who are planning to start.

Half of us have just returned from two weeks in
North Africa - my first visit to that continent.
There were surprisingly many parallels with
Tajikistan in terms of customs and lifestyle. Four
of us trekked up to a mountain village one night,
with a donkeyand stayed in a tiny house with a
local family. It reminded me of the Christmas
story, as there were two sheep in the lower room

- no electricity no wateyr no toilet. We had to
wait for dark and go out and relieve ourselves in
the street. Next morning we were allowed to use
the cow shed - not sure the bovine residents were
impressed! Life is so hard for these peopied

| found it really hard to pray for them too.

| came home again assured of my call, not to that
land, but to another dry hard landajikistan.

My hearts cry this Christmas is the same as last
year - “May the people who still walk in darkness,
whether in the UKTajikistan or anywhere else,
be blessed by seeing the Light of Werld, Who
came in absolute vulnerability and self-giving,
that we might all have life.” “Look to Him, all
the ends of the earth, and be saved.” May you all
know the blessing of Gosl'presence in your
homes this Christmas.

Love, Christine



Pause for Though t
The Meaning of the Christ Child’ s Birth

‘Fever is an experience that gives no-one
inspiration — only perspiration! Nevertheless as
a victim of the epidemic, | had a few days for
reading and reflection — and that did good.

You may remember | referred to my
correspondence with two inmates on Death Row
Texas, USA. It was truly humbling to receive
correspondence from both prisoners who
expressed their appreciation of my letters. | was
saddened when one of the prisoners informed me
in his letter that he didhtelebrat& hanksgiving
Day and other holidays. How sad.

The fever of life today is such that we think we
cannot spare the time even to ‘waitt God.This
leads me on to the Christmas stoi@hristians
are divided in their views of Christmas. Some
want to give up on it and hand it over to the stores.
Others want to salvage it and use it to say
something important about the birth of Jesus to a
weary secular world. | for one would like to take
my place with the second group.

It would be a wise move on our part if we looked
again at the mangefor those who have eyes to
see and ears to heahristmas time will have
some meaning and purpose tolihat Christ was
not born on 25th December matters very little.
He was born, and for that we should be eternally
grateful to God. | know it is very popular to say
that this Christian festival is only a commercial
business so often celebrated in a heathenish
fashion, but that is no reason why we cannot find
in it too the meaning and the message that will
send the chimes ringing down the corridors of
the coming year and bring peace and goodwill
into every situation we ourselves will enter

The birth of Jesus had its highlights — the starlit
night filled with celestial music, the faravelled
wise men and homespun shepherdisrofg their
gifts and worship at His crib. Butit had its sombre
moments too — the cruel face of Herod in the
background, the unthinking crowds and the harsh
treatment handed out to Mary and Joseph by the
innkeeper at Bethlehem. “Sorry! House full! No
room in the inn!”"Why his seeming inhospitality?
Probably not because he was unsympathetic
above the ordinarybut simply because he was
busy with his hostelry to run and the needs of his
guests — to be brief, important matters for a
successful hotelier!

How like most of us. Up to our eyes with things
to do, often important things, and theréie rub!

We can be so busy that we can turn away even
God himself when he comes seeking entrance into
our lives. Let us make sure we dobdiscover

the Festival of the Nativity by shutting out the
Lord of the Feast from the inn of our hearts.

If ever there was a time to increase our prayers
and the proclamation of the Gospel, it is now!

So the message of Christmas doekat’us turn
our back on the world. Instead it points us
towards the harsh realities of today: thousands
without a home in Scotland, the tragic loss of life
continuing in Iraq, thé&ids epidemic still on the
increase, refugees facing suspicion and stigma,
the land of Jesus’ birth still tearing itself apart.

But we see that world through the lens of God’
love, through the new life of the baby in
Bethlehem and through the egising hope that
we find in that story of joy and faittAnd that is

a reason for celebrating. For Christ came down
to earth to make the Kingdom of God a reality
the straw of a stable and the shavings of a
workshop and the dust of the road and the
sickness of the street and the sin of the heart, and
in the end He was so down to earth that He died
between two thieves on a cross.

It is this Gospel, so down to earth, that we will
seek to make plain in the future that lies before
us and its application will come in the home, in
the workshop, in the town, in the church and out
into the world of darkness, of sin and shame.

Itis in that light that | would wish you all the joy
and peace that Christ brings to all who receive
Him now and always, and may His presence go
with you and yours in the year that lies ahead,
for we dare not go without HimThe insecurity

of these times requires the security of a Saviour
from whom neither things present nor things to
come can ever divide us.

And so, the Lord be with you and all of yours
everywhere and Greetings from our household
to you.

John Borland
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MAGAZINE DEADLINE

Items for the  January issue of the Church
Magazine to be handed to the editorial team

no later than  Sunday, 24th December 2006.




