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Letter from the Minister...

In the Judean desert, west of Jericho and perched
half-way up the clifface of a mountain, lies the
Monastery of QurantulThe monastery is built
over a cave that, according to tradition, is the
place where Jesus fasted for 40 days and nights
whilst he was being tested by Satan. Since the
12th century monks of the Greek Orthodox
Church have lived in that desolate plathere
they have escaped from the world, and the
political upheavals of the Holy Land, and chosen
a frugal life of service and prayer

On my trip to Israel in Januaryur group travelled

to Jericho (one of the few towns controlled by
the Palestiniaduthority). We came to the foot
of the Mount ofTemptation and photographed
the monastery abové/e could have ascended to
the building itself; in recent years, the Palestinians
have built an impressive cable-carhich will
transport tourists up the mountain. Howeaeir
guide informed us that the monks were not exactly
welcoming to visitors. Not surprising realthey
went up there to get away from people, but
tourism brought the people to them!

But thats life today Business and busyness
pursue us wherever we gbhe noise of media,
commerce and technology precludes silence,
simple living, or even time to think about where
we are goingWhilst monasticism may not be our
solution — sometimes withdrawing is spiritually
essential.

Jesus was no monk. He involved himself with
the bustle and hustle of town and cifet, after

his baptism, the first thing he did was to withdraw
He had choices to make — decisions about the
direction of his life And there, in solitude before

God, he made them. Not by bread alone would
he live. Not by impressive power would he
proceed. Not by easy options would he triumph.
But by theWord; by trusting and not testing; by
worshipping only God, would Jesus live his life.

Over the coming 40 days of Lent, could we
perhaps follow Jesus’ example in stopping to
contemplate where we are headed? Could we take
time to consider what it means to simplify
complex lives, and to learn to trust God once
more? Perhaps six weeks in the wilderness is not
feasible for us, but what about ten minutes a day?
Simply stop, and read through the temptation
story in Matthew 4Then over the coming days,
thoughtfully read the next two chapters.

A challenge for Lent.
With best wishes,

Alistair
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Chur ch Diary

Services at 1 1:00am and 6:30pm, conducted by Rev  Alist air May unless otherwise st ated.

Sunday 3rd February — Last Sunday of Epiphany Sunday 24th February — Lent 3
11:00 am Transfiguration (Matthew 17:1-9) 11:00 am Changed lives At the well
6:30 pm Holy Communion (John 4:5-42)

6:30 pm Evening Service
Sunday 10th February — Lent 1
11:00 am Temptations (Mathew 4:11) Tuesday 26th11.00 am — Midweek service
6:30 pm Evening Service

Sunday 2nd March — Lent 4
Tuesday 12th11:00 am — Midweek service 11:00 am Holy Communion

6:30 pm Changed lives — Blind man (John 9)
Sunday 17th February — Lent 2

11:00 am Changed lives - Nicodemus Tuesday 4th11:00 am — Midweek service
(John 3:1-17)
6:30 pm Evening Service Sunday 9th March — Lent 5
11:00 am Changed lives — Lazarus (Johh) 1
Tuesday 19th11:00 am — Midweek service 6:30 pm Evening Service

Housegroup s
The housegroups in February revert to our usual pattern of the 1st amtidstlay in each month —i.e. 7th
and 21st FebruaryWhy not come along to one of the following housegroups at 7:45 pm:

Maynie Mason’s home 69 Greystonévenue.
John and Kristine Robertson’s home 25York Drive.

Jean Mitchell’'s home 30 RosslyrAvenue.

Chur ch R eqister

Certificate of Transference
Mrs Mamaret Crorie, 8 ®nelaw Court, 3 Johnstone Drive from UF Church Cathcart on 20th January

Death
Mrs Elizabeth Dufof Duncraggan, died on 14th January

[ heYCartooniCliib

Popcorn, and exciting cartoons exploring Christian themes.

First Saturday of each month: 2:00 - 3:30pm

(Next Cartoon Club will be on Saturday 1st March)

All children are welcome. Parents/carers are welcome to stay too, or to leave their children.
(An adult must remain with any pre-school child). Free of charge.

More information? Phone 583-0157




B usiness Matters

MANAGERS’ REPORT

It was confirmed that the date of tAenual
Business Meeting (ABM) will be Monday 10th
March at 7:30 pm in the main hallhe later date
than usual is because of more stringent audit
requirements being applied &l charities.The
Annual Accounts will be issued with the next
edition of the magazine.

We are still looking for about four more managers.
This is partly due to L. Kayser having indicated
that, after 16 years faithful service as property
steward, he wishes to retiréou need to be a
member of the church and, preferalaitend on

a regular basis.

Duties include:

Meeting and greeting all people arriving
at the church.

Uplifting the weekly oferings from a
specific area.

Helping the other managers count the
weekly oferings.

Attend monthly board meetings (usually
on a Monday night).

At the first meeting in 2008, we reviewed some
items raised in 2007 and made some new plans.

These are as follows:

New green refuse bins, with lids, will be
purchased, but after review it was decided
to leave them in the current site.

A new carpet has been laid on the floor
of the créche.

The lighting in the main hall is now

exclusively by fluorescent tubes, access
being obtained using the new stainless
steel step ladders mentioned last month.

The HOPE banner is to be fixed to the
outside of the church.

A small sub-committee is looking into
brightening up the downstairs entrance
foyer, at minimum cost.

The date of the next meeting is MondaltHl
February

Suart Wilins
Acting Clerk to the Managers

ELDERS’ DOOR DUTIES
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Or ganisation News....

THE GUILD

There will be an open night oWednesday 20th February at 7:30 in thgdahall, to hear about David
Jamiesors latest voyage during the summer moniligs has proved to be an interesting meeting in the past,
not only to Guild members but the congregation adaPlease put this date in your diary; we look forward to
seeing you.

The Guild Charity Concert will be held this yeaMadnesday 5th March at 7:30pm and features the Clydebank
Male Voice Choir Tickets, price £5.00 will be on sale soon.

On Friday 7th March th@/orld Day of Prayer will be held West andVardlawhill Church at 2:00pnT.he
service has been compiled by the Christian women of Guyana. Everyone is invited to this meeting; we look
forward to seeing you.

Myra Howitt (Convener)

TUESDAY CHAT GROUP
Thank you to all who came along to our ‘Nursery Cathy’s talk is about her ‘Mit to China’. All
RhymeTheme’evening in Januaryhe Quizzes welcome.Tea/Cofee willl be served.

were good fun. _

Alison McCatan (Secetary)
We have invited Cathy Doyle to speak at our
February meeting. It will be held dinesday 19th

at 7.30pm in the mid hall.

Local In ter est....

RECOGNITION FOR JOHN

This months Life andWork includes an article by SMex Ferguson, the Manchester United Manager

Sir Alex talks in glowing terms about the influence ‘Johnny Borelamd the BB had on his early

life. ‘Johnny Boreland’ is of course our own John Borland and we congratulate John on this public
recognition of his Christian witness over so many years.

DATE FOR YOUR DIARY

lain White in Concert at Burnside Blairbeth Church on Saturday 8th March 2008

This is a great chance to hear the Scottish singer/songwriter in concert. lan has writgen
many of the songs/hymns sung in church and has just re-released his version of the Psajms.

For more information, contact Mgaret Borland on 647 5280.



GETTING TO KNOW YOUR ELDERS...

Here is a pofile of another ®nelaw elderThis month it is the turn of Bill Liggat, who is our Session Clerk.
Remembethe intention of giving you this informnation is to:

* help you match up names and faces

* help start up conversations

* act as aeminder to pray for each other

| am employed as a careers adviser with Careers Scotlferahgfcareers

advice to clients of all ages from 14 to 65.

Outside of work, my passion is sport. | am the vice president of Rlgher
Bowling Club, a member of Cambuslang Golf Club, a season ticket holder
of Rangers Football Club, a supporter of Hawick Rugby Club and a member

of Warwickshire County Cricket Club.

SHARED INTEREST — FINANCE FOR FAIR TRADE

Thanks to Jean Mckenzie for obtaining this article for us.

Many of us are getting used to buying Fairtrade
products as part of our regular shopping and
finding that the range of fairly traded goods is
increasing all the time.

There is now an additional way for us easily to
help our brothers and sisters in low income
countries as they work to improve their own lives
and communities.

Shared Interest is a cooperative society that makes
funds available to help third world producers start
and continue trading. It is often hard to get credit
for business in the developing world, at least on
affordable terms, so many would-be producers
never get the chance to start their business, or
cannot continue when payments for goods they
are selling to th&Vest is delayed.

To overcome these problems Shared Interest
provides finance for fair trade. Its mission is to
raise money in the United Kingdom and lend it
to selected third world fair trade producer groups
at afordable rates of interest until the loan is
repaid. The producer groups in turn support
individual producers.

Shared Interest raises funds by inviting UK
residents to lodge some savings — minimum £100
— with the Societythus becoming members.
Investments can be made as onfedeposits or
regularly by standing ordeMembers are then

paid a rate of interest on their investment that is
slightly lower than commercial rates, and can
withdraw all or part of their money on demand.

Some people find they have a little cash that they
do not need immediatelgnd instead of investing

it all with a bank or building society or in another
financial product, put some in a Shared Interest
accountThey know that it will be used to good
effect for othersbenefit and that their capital and
accumulated interest are available for withdrawal
in part or in full whenever needetdihey get
regular statements on their account as well as
information on Shared Interestvork.

The Shared Interest Society Ltd is a financial
cooperative which is currently making loans to
about 95 fair trade producer groups and their
buyers inAfrica, Asia and LatimAmerica. It has
8600 members in the UK, has been established
for over 10 years and is registered with the
Registrar of Friendly Society and the Charity
Commission.

Shared Interest is actively encouraging more
people to join and invest and more information
is available from: Shared Interest, 2 Cathedral
Square, Groat Market, Newcastle Upbyne,
NE1 1EH; 0191 233 9100www.shared-
interest.conor from Scotland voluntary Shared
InteresAmbassadqiSephen Hayes on 0141 942
8603.



News fr om abr oad....
...FROM ALASTAIR AND MARY ...

Dear friends

Thank you for keeping us in your prayers

especially the church meeting on the 6th January
| am glad to tell you that the church unanimously
invited Daniel Danis to be the next pastor from

June 2008.

For those who dotknow; Daniel and Carmen
are IS partners already serving here. Daniel was
pastor of his church in Romania before coming
here as well as being involved in business. Here
he and Carmen have been running a group of
shops specialising in used clothes imported from
Denmark. They and their children have been
faithful worshippers in the IC, and from time to
time Daniel has deputised in preaching. He has
a great love for the word of God and has missed
regularly preaching, though he has had some
opportunities in the Russian Baptist church which
they have also supported during their time.

Particular prayers for them would include that
Daniel would be equipped by God in every way
for the preaching/pastoral ministry here, that his
English language skills (already very good) would
be enhanced before June, and that we would be
able to make a good transition of all the things in
which we have been involved. Some of these
Daniel and Carmen have already indicated they
will take over like the project in the Old Peopie’
Home, but others will need the involvement of
others, or a good conclusion. Some of our friends
in the other projects are anxious, so we especially
want them to know who will take over

... THANKS FROM SRI LANKA...

Many of you will recall John and Patricia Purves. John was our assistant minister 30 years ago in 1977 — 1978.
They are now based in Sri Lanka, originally known to many of us as Ceylon, He is presently minister at S

Since | am writing, | am very happy to report that
we are both very wellThis is especially a cause
for thanksgiving because the winter has been and
remains unusually cold.

In the months that remain to us here we plan to
continue to serve as fully as possible. For me,
the work in the college will absorb a fair number
of hours in teaching. For Mary there is the
ongoing work in the OP home, the prison and
Kolomto.

Please uphold us in the preaching ministham
preaching through Colossians in the evening and
I Corinthians in the morningThat may seem
rather unbalanced, but at the end of last year we
were very much focussed in the ONot that it
matters, for | am increasingly seeing that the Bible
is one book and Christ is indeed in all the
Scriptures.

So this comes with our deep and ongoing
appreciation for all your support. If possible,
keep 21st June free for our thanksgiving time in
Kirriemuir. We'll be asking you in the next few
months if indeed you are able to come.

Blessings on you all,

Alastair and Mary

Andrews Kirk, a Church of Scotland chyarin the capital, Colombdhey were recently adopted as one of our

prayer partners by th&/orld ChurchAction Fund.

Through the generosity and kindness of those who suppoW@#F's eforts John has recently received a
cheque and he writes to say this will be used to dig a well for drinking,watkprovide 3 toilets in a village

which was devastated in the Indian Ocean tsunami of Boxing Day 2004. He expresses his deep gratitude for

your prayers and support.

John received his MBE from the Queen at Buckingham Palace in QaMibeontinue to pray for his ministry

in Sri Lanka.

Greta Doig



...FROM CHRISTINE...

Hi Friends,

It is good to be home again. | was especially happy to be able to spend Christmas with my Mum and sister ar
all her family up inAberdeenshire. From there | had to come straight down to Llanelli in $¢al#s, to be

part ofWorld Horizons Prayer MonthThis is again a really special time of meeting old and new friends and
praying for people in many parts of the world. It is a real privilege to be able to set aside such a period of tim
for worshipping and listening to God and praying for His purposes in the world.

| think most people know that | have I|&fgjikistan, leaving behind many good friends, ba#jik and
international. Leaving th&ajiks was very difcult, but | am sure it was the right time for me. It was very
comforting to hear commendation for our So¥irk Training course from various sources and to be able to
pass on the Project to a German colleague.

| had hoped to be back in Glasgow for a few months from Febroarynay have to stay Wales for a bit
more training first. | am keen to move on, hopefully to China, but am advised to take time to be sure and to b
properly prepared first.

But | am really looking forward to catching up with everyonetah&aw as soon as | can.

| always feel guilty about receiving your support when | am at home, but thank you all for enabling me to be
part of this work.

See you soon,
Christine

An Ode to Age

Today dear Lord, I'm 80,

But regretfully theres so much | haven’
done,

I hope dear Lord; you'll let me live until
I'm 81.

But if | havent finished all | want to do,
Would you let me stay a while, say until
I'm 827

There are many lands to visit,

And so very much more to see —

Do you think you could manage to make
it 837

The world is changing very fast, these’
still somuch in store,
I'd like it very much to live until I'm 84.

And if by then I'm still alive,
Could | possibly stay until I'm 85?

Theres more air travel, if you can fix
For me to last till 867

I know dear Lord, i8 much to ask
(And it must be very nice in Heaven)
But | would really like to stay until
I'm 87.

| know by then | wort' be moving fast,
And sometimes I'll be late,

But it would be so pleasant to be around
at 88.

I will have seen so many things and had
a lovely

time,

So I'm sure that I'll be willing to leave
at 89!

But then again what a lovely bounty
To find that now I've reached the age
of 90,

With every wish but one,

TO FIND MYSELFAGED 91!

WOH/9.02.2004




Pause for Though t

CONFETTIAND CLAY

Most of us will have many memories of past New
Years and special happenings, and so | continue.

It had been a long dalut at last it was over and |
was home. Slippers by the fire, supper table set,
and a wonderful moment to relax and put my feet
up. Gratefully | eased by shoes, and casually
turned them over in my hand, probably to see if the
soles were wearing thifl.he heels were caked with
heavy cemetery clagnd embedded in the mud was
a sprinkling of confetti, reminding me that | had
been at a funeral that afternoon and had gone
straight from the graveside to a wedding in the
church.

As | sat brooding over the upturned shoes, |
pondered over confetti and clay — symbols of the
flimsy uncertainty of our human life. One day,joy
tomorrow tears, it is always somebaoglyurn to
laugh or to weep and who knows wh&® | thought

on this bafling situation, it occurred to me that it is
easy enough to go out and in to homes when all
goes well, to share the happiness of those who
rejoice, but what of those who live on the shadowed
side of the street? So it dawned on me that this
was part and parcel of being a church eld®ne

of the poorest wayside pulpit signs | ever saw said,
“Don’t worry, it may never happen”. But what if it
does?

When you try to share the sorrows of stricken folk
you get to know just how terrible the clouds of doubt
can be.

There are no neat answers to tragedgrk riddles.
You can only cling with a more desperate trust to
the triumph of the Man on the cross.

Reason shrugs and says it cannot be. Faith falters,
but remembers the incredible glory of that first
Easter morning.

Later on that yeawhen in camp with the Boys’
Brigade at ®nehaven, | went with a young lad to
explore a derelict cottage overlooking a remote bay
not far from our camp.The place was lonely
without words. One hundred yards awne North
Sea boomed on the black rocks belotihe door
creaked eerily on its hinges as | pushed into the
misty semi-darkness of the old but and ben. | drew
back startled.The room was suddenly alive with
the fluttering of wings. It was a young swallow
Probably the nest was in the chimney and the
fledgling had fallen out the wrong wayNow it
was trapped and panic-stricken. It flew frantically
at the one small windawgrimy with the neglect of
years. Round the room the swallow darted, from

rafters to fireplace, eventually falling exhausted on
to the window sill. The young lad with me gently
picked it up, its tiny heart racing, its eye bright with
terror | took it out of the gloom into the evening
sunshine and threw it high up into the. akor a
moment it faltered, and then it recovered and flew
upwards. It soared and swoopethe old dark
prison was fagotten; it was freeAnd we too, can
only see through the glass darklyhy did it have

to happen, we cry¥hat is there to say in the face
of the pitiful paradox of the confetti mingling with
the graveyard clay7There is only one answer that

| know. Itis sheer foolishness to unbelieving men,
but it has been proved to be the power of Goml.
trust in the One who came from eternity to teach us
His secret, who has promised to take our bruised
hearts in His hand, and somewhere beyond the
shadows, to set us forever freAnd lastly our
memories are storehouses of the grace of our Lord.
When we look back we realise the times He has
taken us unawares with His overwhelming
kindness, the times He has taken hopeless, empty
days and filled them with new promise and new
achievements possible. So, as we move through
the start of this new yeaone can say that the
memories of the past can sometimes be the key to
the presentWe do our work, get on with our daily
living, unaware Jesus is ther€éhen a familiar act

of grace, a sudden gift of providence surprises us
and we remember Him. His coming is always
generous.

Also, a new year starts us thinking about timéat

a queer thing it isThe record of its continued flqw
according to our clocks and watches, goes on at an
even pace, but our feelings tell a veryetiént story

“I will go before you,” speaks Jesus, the Son of
God. Here is a bracing NeYears message, brief,
bright and easily remembered:

To one and all a Healthilappy and Blessed New
Year

John Borland

A cousin of mine, a retired headmassard

the first time he felt old was when he wlhs
in a queue at his local bank to collect fis
pension and found himself behind a forrder
pupil who was there for the same purpdee.

John Borland
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RevAlistair May
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MAGAZINE DEADLINE

Items for the  March issue of the Church
Magazine to be handed to the editorial team

no later than  Sunday 17th February 2008.




