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Dear Friends

In 2005, it was Bono and Bill Gates. Previously, it’s
been George Bush, John Paul II, Ghandi, Churchill,
JFK and the Queen. But this year it is you! You are
the winner. You are Time Magazine’s ‘person of the
year’.

The “Great Man” theory of history is usually
attributed to the Scottish philosopher Thomas
Carlyle, who wrote that “th history of the world is
but the biography of great men”. He believed that it
is the few, the powerful and the famous who shape
our collective destiny as a species. That theory took
a serious beating this year.

So ran the blurb in the article. Whereas many of the
world’s ills can be blamed on ‘great men’, powerful
leaders, nations and multi-nationals, Time wanted
to applaud the ‘community and collaboration’ that
it saw in millions of individuals across the globe: all
the ‘yous’ of the world.

Actually, Time was focusing specifically on new
internet communities that have seen collaborative
work involving participants from many nations. The
sum of all these individual yous working together, it
argues, has done more to shape culture, progress and
knowledge than any of the ‘great men’.

But, on reflection, hasn’t this always been true?
Ultimately you, and millions of you, shape the society
we live in. You (and I) are the voters, consumers,
polluters, debaters, thinkers, lovers, carers and
abusers of the world. Tomorrow belongs to you.

What will you do? Will you share with the poor?
Will you care for the environment? Will you
challenge the powerful? And those world-changing
decisions begin as you shop, vote, give, make time
for a neighbour, or take out the wheelie-bin.
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And, what is true of society is also true of the
Kingdom of God. This body has many parts, and
each you is a vital one.

In 2007, will the Church engage in mission? Will it
be more prayerful, loving, inclusive, committed,
joyful, faithful, and supportive? Well, will you? Will
it serve our community? Will it be there for the
vulnerable, the lonely and the questioning? Will it
listen to the Spirit? Well, will you? Will it grow?
Will you grow?

Of course, you are not alone. There are many yous
in this body, and we are called by one who is greater
and more powerful, than any force in the universe.
But still the question Jesus asks is to each one of us:
“who do you say that I am?  You must follow me”.

With best wishes for 2007,

Alistair
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Chur ch Diary
Serv ices at 1 1:00am and 6:30pm, conducted by Rev Alist air May unless otherwise st ated

MIDWEEK
Housegroups will meet on Thursdays 11th January, 25th January 8th February at 7:45.
These meetings are held at:
Maynie Mason’s home  - 68 Greystone Avenue
Bill and Anne Stewart’s - 9 Abbotsford Avenue
John and Moira Shaw’s - 52 Highburgh Drive

Chur ch R egister
By Profession of faith on 26th November
Sarah Jane Hannah, 12 Sydenham Road, Glasgow
Ross and Carolynn Haggerty, 31 Underwood Road, Burnside
Heather MacDonald, 5 Belmont Drive, Rutherglen

By Certificate of Transference
Jane Howitt, 21 Rodger Drive to St John’s, Galashiels on 4th December

Deaths
Jean Simpson, RodgerPark Nursing Home (formerly of Johnstone Drive) on 24th November
Sharon Evans, 2 Rowan Court, Drumsargard Village on 6th December

Sunday 7th January – Sunday after Epiphany
11:00 am Morning Service (John 1:1-18)
6:30 pm  Holy Communion

Sunday 14th January
11:00 am Sacrament of Baptism
6:30 pm  Evening service

Sunday 21st January – Christian Unity
11:00 amRutherglen Churches’ Pulpit Exchange

Les Queen (assistant at Burnside and
Blairbeth) will conduct our service.
Alistair will be at the Salvation Army.

3:00 pm Rutherglen ‘Week of Christian Unity’
Service at Rutherglen Baptist Church

6:30 pm Evening Service

Sunday 28th January – Homelessness Sunday
11:00 am Homelessness Sunday

      (Soup and Roll lunch after the
       service - all welcome)

6:30 pm  Evening service

Sunday 4th February
11:00 am Morning Service
6:30 pm  Holy Communion

Thank you...

Jean Simpson
My family and I were honoured by the large number of friends who were able to attend the
thanksgiving service on Friday 1st December 2006, in celebration of Jean’s Christian life.  It was
uplifting and heartwarming to feel the presence of so many people.  The  flowers in the church
were lovely and the ladies of the Guild made everyone feel at home with tea and coffee.
Ronnie Simpson

Lesley and David Robb would like to express their sincere thanks to all for their prayers, gifts
and support during Lesley’s illness.
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BBBBB usiness Mattersusiness Mattersusiness Mattersusiness Mattersusiness Matters

FINANCIAL  SUMMARY FOR NOVEMBER 2006

MANAGERS’ REPORT
The managers are still looking for 2-3 people to join their board.  Ideally, you would be a member of the church,
and able to do your duty every other Sunday.  Duties include:

§ You will meet and greet all those coming into the church.
§ You will be responsible for a specific area of the church where you will collect the weekly offerings.
§ You will help the other managers count the weekly offerings.
§ You will attend monthly board meetings (on a Monday night).  This is not compulsory, as you will still

be fully informed of matters discussed through the minutes.

You may be thinking that you are not qualified enough to be a manager.  Let me assure you, your willingness
alone is qualification in itself.  Please do not be put off and think that you may not be good enough.  The work
we are doing is not just for us, but for the Lord, who has called us all.  Come and join us at our next meeting.
After all, this is another new year with new beginnings.  It could be YOU that He has called to do His work this
time!

Our next meeting will be held on Monday 15th January 2007 at 7:30 pm in the mid hall.

Vetinia Gorman, Clerk to the Managers

** The 2006 Budget requires a total of £22,000 in Tax Recoveries and £750 in other income.

The apparent to date surplus of £7,476 does not take account of the final two payments to The Church of
Scotland of £7,790.40 in each of October and November which could not be made due to lack of funds. If these
could have been paid the cumulative figure would be a shortfall of £8,105.  These payments have now been
made which completes the payments due to The Church of Scotland for 2006.  Please also note that the total
offerings to date are down by £4,439 when compared to the same period in 2005.

 Actual 
 Month To Date 

2005 Budget to 
date 

Actual v 
Budget 

FWO Gift Aid etc 6752 80980    
Ordinary 587 5878    
Total Offerings 7339 86858 91297 96152 -9294 
Tax recovery 3858 20221  **   
Other 30 1683  **   
Total income 11227 108762    
Expenditure * 15581 101286    
Surplus/Shortfall  -4354 7476    
 

USED STAMPS
Don’t throw out used stamps, even common ones, as they can be used to raise funds for World
Mission.  Please keep British and foreign stamps separate.  Unwanted stamp albums are particularly
valued.

Please hand stamps to Greta Doig or leave them in the Hall of Fellowship.  Greta will pass them
to the Presbetery office.
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Or ganisation News....

T GROUP

TUESDAY CHAT GROUP
Hope you all had a lovely Christmas and a good
New Year.

Thanks to everyone who came along to our
Christmas Celebrations and thank you to Santa
for all the lovely presents. We all enjoyed the
evening.

Our January meeting is on the 9th at 7.30pm in
the Mid Hall.    Our theme for the evening  is
‘Cakes’.  Everyone must come along dressed up
as a cake and bring with them a sample of that
particular cake. For example,dress up as a
Brownie and bring along a chocolate brownie
cake.  Come along and join in the fun. Tea/Coffee
will be provided.

Look forward to seeing you all there.

Alison McCartan

THE GUILD
The Guild had a very successful first half of our
session, with two very well attended open nights,
namely our own David Jamieson taking us on a
yachting holiday with all his interesting
photographs and commentary.  We then celebrated
Guild Week with visitors from all the Women’s
Groups in Rutherglen; about 20 in total.  We were
entertained by the Rev Effie Campbell and her
ministerial friends and what a wonderful night it
was. The climax of our session was a lovely
Christmas Meal and the usual pantomime with
members participating - what a laugh we all had.

Our second half, I am sure will be every bit as
entertaining, starting on the 10th January with the
Rev E. Spence who is chaplain to Braehead,
Buchanan Galleries and Glasgow District Council.

A reminder that our annual concert will be held
on Wednesday 15th March with the Westerton
Male Voice Choir.  More of that later.

The first meeting of the South East Council is to
be held on Thursday 18th January in Battlefield
East Church hall at 2pm.

May I take this opportunity to wish everyone a
happy, peaceful and healthy New Year.

Myra Howitt

ANCHOR BOYS
This session has been very successful for the Anchor Boys, with 30 boys attending each week.  The theme for
this year’s activities is Countries, with the boys dressing up in costumes of various countries for their Halloween
party.  In the last month, the boys have had a Craft Night, where they iced biscuits for Christmas and made
crackers.  How much of a mess can 30 small boys make with icing sugar?!  Unfortunately, their parents did not
get to see the biscuits, as the boys ate them almost immediately.

We finished off the year with a Christmas party.  The boys enjoyed a variety of games and a great time was had
by all.

Jean Murray

ELDERS’ DOOR DUTIES
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Homelessness Sunday
A reminder that the National Mission Team will once again bring the plight of the nation’s
homeless to your attention on Homelessness Sunday, which this year falls on 28th January.

As well as inviting you to share a soup and roll lunch with us that day, the National Mission
Team would encourage you, throughout January, to show your support for Glasgow’s home-
less people who benefit from the sterling work of the Lodging House Mission.

When we asked the LHM what they would like us to collect for them this year they told us
that they would really appreciate a repeat of our previous appeal - which of course was for
UNDERWEAR!   The wonderful response from Stonelaw last year has kept the LHM clients
in underwear for the entire year and this is appreciated so much by all concerned.  So let’s
see if we can repeat last year’s amazing response of 640 items of underwear .

Underwear can be brought to the church any Sunday in January - our Undiemeter  will chart
your response to this year’s appeal.

Janis Neil, Convenor

Local In ter est....

Popcorn, and exciting cartoons exploring Christian themes.

First Saturday of each month
 (13th January, 3rd February, 3rd March)

2.00 - 3.30  pm

All children are welcome. Parents/carers are welcome to stay too, or to leave their
children. (An adult must remain with any pre-school child). Free of charge.

More information? Phone 583-0157

MUSICAL EVENING IN JANUARY

The Orpheus Club presents The Mikado at the Kings Theatre, on 17th – 20th January 07 - another chance to
see and hear Morag McLintock in action!   The Mikado is Gilbert and Sullivan’s most popular work, and is a
magical mix of wonderful music and zany words and lyrics. So make a date and book your tickets now for at
least one of only five performances from Glasgow’s senior operatic musical society.
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BiG - Business in Glasgow - 2007 Event s

Here are details of the 2007 programme for BiG - Business in Glasgow:
http://www.businessinglasgow.net/

EVENTS

6 February 2007 Fostering health in the workplace: 
Physical Health 

Phil Hanlon, Professor of Public Health, 
University of Glasgow 

6 March 2007 Fostering health in the workplace: 
Psychological Health 

Chris Williams, Senior Lecturer in Psychiatry, 
University of Glasgow 

3 April 2007 Fostering health in the workplace: 
Life-Work Balance 

Anna Cattanach, Counsellor, The Tom Allan 
Centre 

1 May 2007 Fostering health in the workplace: 
Ethical Health 

Ken McPhail, Professor of Social and Ethical 
Accounting, University of Glasgow 

5 June 2007 Fostering health in the workplace: 
Conflict Resolution 

Pamela Lyall, Core Mediation, Edinburgh 

4 September 2007 Developing as: an individual Janice McNichol, MD, 4th Dimension (UK) Ltd. 
2 October 2007 Developing as: a team player Ben Williams, Corporate Psychologist, Head of 

Ben Williams Corporate Psychology, Edinburgh 
6 November 2007 Developing as: a leader Paul Valler, Former Finance and HR Director, 

Hewlett Packard 
4 December 2007 Looking ahead: Planning Your 

Career 
Danny McGuigan, Head of The Business 
Development Centre, Glasgow 

 
Venue: Venues may change - see the individual event details. 

12:45 - for sandwiches and tea/coffee 
1:00 - talk, followed by Q & A  

Time:  

1:45 - back to work refreshed  
Book: Places limited and numbers needed for catering, so please ring Alison McKay on  

0141 332 4293 or email info@businessinglasgow.net  
Cost: Donation towards refreshments  
 

BLYTHSWOOD CARE SHOE BOX APPEAL  2006

Jill Rennie received this letter of thanks following our appeal for shoeboxes for the Blythswood Trust.

I would like to thank (you and) the congregation of Stonelaw Parish church for your kind donation of more
than 60 shoeboxes.  Your support allows us to respond to people in desperate need in Eastern Europe.  These
shoeboxes really do make a difference to people’s lives and we are grateful for your support enabling us to
reach out and bring hope to many people.  Also thank you for your donation of money for transport.

We are privileged as a Christian organisation with God-given opportunity to show his love in practical ways to
all nations.

Thank you again for your support.

With Christian greetings,

Yours sincerely,

Alan Swanson,

Hillington Sorting Facility

If you work in town, why not go along or encourage colleagues to come with you? The events are of high
quality, supported by Christians but not overtly Christian and are a good way of fulfilling your commitment to
Continuous Professional Development (CPD).
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News fr om Abr oad....

Dear friends

Many of you have been asking about how our
special Christmas Celebration went on the 10th
December and some of you know about our visit
to India which comes very shortly after
Christmas, so here is a brief update in the earnest
hope that you might be able to continue to
remember us at this time.

The Celebration on the 10th was marked by a
lovely enthusiasm on the part of all who read/
sang/ acted the Christmas Story and we have had
a good number of reports of how it spoke to
people that night.  There were between 300 and
400 there in the theatre which meant that it was
comfortably busy without being full.  Everybody
co-operated well and we were very thankful.  

The other Christmas events are more simple. A
‘party’ on the 20th in the evening at the Old Folks
Home for the residents and staff in our project
there and the Kolomto New Year Party on the
26th, the presents for all the children, past and
present there currently taking up quite a bit of
space in our spare room. A family service on
Sunday at 10am and Christingle at 5pm.  The
latter will have many of our local friends who
have not done this before and we know they will
enjoy it.  Then we shall have something simple
to eat as well.  I am thinking of telling the story
of Scrooge, with Christian application of course.
On the 25th we have ‘open house’ here from 10 -
12, an opportunity for any, especially those from
elsewhere, to come for a time of fellowship and
Christmas cake etc. I expect our Indian and
Pakistani students will be with us and will bring
pakora!

Then on the 27th we are on our way to India.  
We’ve been asked to take part in our company’s
conference, where I, Alastair will speak.  I am
planning to give a series of talks on the nature of
the Gospel.  The title will be ‘The unchanging
Gospel in a world of change’.  Our friends there
feel that the emphasis should include application
to the wide range of change which has taken place
in their lives in India.  I have come to feel
increasingly that many of our problems in
Christian life and service are related to an
inadequate appreciation of what the Gospel is,
hence the basic burden of the messages.  I would
so appreciate your prayer for this special time
since we want so much that it be helpful and
glorifying to God.

The conference will last from the 29th- 2nd
January and then we are taking some time to
return, with a visit to Agra and the Taj Mahal and
a few days exploring Delhi before returning here
on the 11th January.  We do not plan to have
computer with us so will be largely out of touch.

Return here will be associated with resuming the
normal pattern of our life, but also we are hoping
to further develop contact with a women’s prison
on the edge of Bishkek and restart the programme
with the boys in the Young Offenders’ Colony.

I think that this will be enough in the busyness of
coping with all your Christmas mail to bring you
up to date with us.

With every good wish for you this Christmas time.

Alastair and Mary

FROM MARY AND ALASTAIR IN KYRGYZSTAN...

A PARABLE FROM THE OTHER SIDE OF THE WORLD
Some time ago a news item stated that watches sold in Kuala Lumpur streets or coffee shops as genuine
American or Swiss makes are usually only local products.  Although the faces are new, the inside works are
from old watches bought from pawn shops.

This prompts a searching question for church congregations everywhere on a Sunday morning.  We may well
be wearing a fine Sunday face, but underneath it all, what really makes us tick?

The apostle James wrote us a plain letter which leaves us in no doubt of the answer.  “A man is justified by
works and not by faith alone; for as the body apart from the spirit is dead, so faith apart from works is dead.”
It isn’t pious appearances or religious noises that count.  God isn’t impressed by our face value.  We’ve got to
give Him the works!

John Borland
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Pause for Though t

CHRISTIANS AWAKE!
Yet again the faceless political correctness brigade is
out in force and I for one have had enough – Christmas
is a Christian festival and free speech is still allowed.

I read of a playgroup in London which replaced
Christmas with a winter celebration.  Here are two
more – Why should a Church of England shelter for
homeless people in Norfolk have been warned that it
will lose some of its grant aid if the helpers continue
to say grace before meals?  Why should a university
feel the need to ban bibles from halls of residence as
“they might make non-Christian students feel
unwelcome”?  (Talk about Christmas crackers!)

I guess I could go on and on.  Christmas messages and
greetings are a two way process.  The church knows
what it has to say at Christmas and that it has to make
it relevant to the 21st century seeker.  For centuries
we have enjoyed the fruits of the reformation but no
fruit will survive without the tending of the roots that
gave us growth in the first place.

It seems to me that most of our Christian values are
being publicly denigrated at the highest level, so this
is not the day for Christians to hide but to pray that
God will give us great boldness in the Lord.  Our
government is discriminating against Christians in
order to appease minority groups.  It is time for God’s
people to tell our government that we are not in the
business of blessing what God has cursed.
Righteousness exalteth a nation, but sin is a reproach
to any people.  (Proverbs 14.34)  Christians Awake!
Strictly come – praying!

Forgive me for straying from my original thoughts.
For many the year 2006 has been a mixture of sunshine
and shadow.  For others it will depart unwept,
unheralded and unsung.

What will this New Year bring?  This is the question
that is with us as we stand at the opening of 2007.

News and views come to me quite regularly.  Only a
few weeks ago I heard of an accident which befell one
of our elders, David Doig, who had a very nasty fall at
home in the kitchen area, but I am glad to say David
has made good progress and has overcome this nasty
accident and we wish him well.  Which leads me on to
my next story.

I remember arriving home from school to find
workmen attending to a repair job in our loft.  Suddenly
there was a rattle of plaster and amidst all the dust a
workman’s leg came through the ceiling.  I sat in terror
as I gazed up at the gaping hole…. (Talk about First
Footing!)

That’s why, as a boy, I felt a kind of sympathy with the
four men in the gospel story who broke through a roof
in order to bring a paralytic to Jesus.  The house was

so crowded with lawyers and big-wigs that they
couldn’t get that cripple near enough to the Master for
healing.  So they broke open the roof and lowered
him down on ropes, bed and all.  Good for you, I used
to think.  Gleefully I pictured the pious Pharisees
showered with plaster and dust.

Later on I realised with some regret that Eastern roofs
were different and probably the men simply lifted aside
the thatch.  It would cause a commotion but hardly
casualties.  However these four men are still heroes of
mine.  In faith and compassion they made a
breakthrough and the Bible tells us that Jesus was
delighted.  They were the kind of men for whom he
was searching.  Was it worth the trouble?  It could
have been no easy job manhandling a stretcher through
an excited crowd and up a narrow stair to the roof.
Besides I suppose they were keen to get closer to Jesus
themselves.

They had their own problems and their own needs to
think about.  But they were prepared to put themselves
out of reach of the Master, just to bring one wretched
man nearer, and into the bargain they got themselves
into a load of trouble: with the crowd, for jumping the
queue, with the Pharisees for disorderly conduct and
with the tenant for housebreaking.

A formidable list of charges.  The obvious thing for
them to have done with the cripple was to ditch him,
but they didn’t;  they cheerfully defied every
convention to make a breakthrough and Jesus loved
them for it.

If there is one thing characteristic of our religion today,
it is the huge number who seem to have lost faith, who
live without the reality of God or the power of prayer.
Their religion has become paralysed.  What’s the
answer?  Write them off?  Ditch them?  Or, like the
men of long ago, have a go at shouldering the burden.

We too need a breakthrough to make it easier for folk
to find the transforming grace of Jesus.  After all, we
have an even plainer example.  The greatest
breakthrough, the biggest rescue operation of all time,
was accomplished at the first Christmas long ago, when
God broke into the tangled sorrow and wickedness of
our world in Heavenly pity and sent His son to be our
Saviour.

In this life, all our days we are either winning or losing
a crown.

As the year closes, we give thanks for the past and for
the future we pray.

To one and all, a healthy, happy and blessed New Year.

John Borland
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Minister
Rev Alistair May

80 Blairbeth Road, Burnside, Rutherglen G73 4JA 583 0157 (Day off Monday)
alistair.may@ntlworld.com

Organist
Alan Jenkins, B.Ed

16 Eden Grove, Mossneuk, East Kilbride

Church Officer
Leonard Sheppard, Church House  647 5113  (Day off Monday)

Session Clerk
William K Liggat, 20 Pitcairn Grove, Mossneuk, East Kilbride 013552 43362

william.liggat@careers-scotland.org.uk

Preses
Maureen Robb, 147 Calderwood Road  647 5754

Clerk to the Managers
Vetinia Gorman, 12 Calderwood Road 647 2488 vetinia.gorman@ntlworld.com

Tr easurer
David Robb, 93 Dryburgh Avenue  562 4709  dmr@davidmrobb.co.uk

FWO Tr easurers
Roger Hannah, 142 Blairbeth Road

Iain Morrison, Flat G/L, 5 Parkhill Drive 569 3609  iain.g.morrison@ntlworld.com

Rollkeeper
Grant McKechnie, 1 Broomieknowe Gardens  613 3914  grant.mckechnie2@virgin.net

Weekly Announcement Sheet
Maidie Smeaton

17 Kincath Avenue, Burnside, Glasgow 631 2342  smeats@ntlworld.com

Church Magazine Editorial Team
Morag Moore, 26 Buchanan Drive  647 2130

Janis Neil, 14 Albert Drive  647 1337  janis.neil@ntlworld.com

MAGAZINE DEADLINEMAGAZINE DEADLINEMAGAZINE DEADLINEMAGAZINE DEADLINEMAGAZINE DEADLINE
Items for the February February February February February issue of the Church

Magazine to be handed to the editorial team

no later than Sunday, 21st January 2007.Sunday, 21st January 2007.Sunday, 21st January 2007.Sunday, 21st January 2007.Sunday, 21st January 2007.
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