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Dear Friends

What are you going to giving for Lent?

Over the last years, I have given something up
for the forty days of Lent. Last year (painfully) it
was coffee; previously it has been chocolate or
something similar. As of yet, this year I haven’t
decided.

Aside from any help with the waistline, ‘giving
up for Lent’ serves a number of spiritual purposes.
The sacrifice reminds us of the sacrifice Christ
made; the temptation, of Christ’s ordeal in the
wilderness. Self-denial reminds us that the
Christian way is a way of dying-to-self and
following him in the difficult path. The exercise
should be one, which like fasting, encourages
deeper prayer.

But let me ask you a different question: what are
you taking up for Lent?

No, I’m not suggesting you start smoking, or
increase the sugar in your tea. But, yes, I am
serious.

Jesus said “If any want to become my followers,
let them deny themselves… and take up their
cross and follow me. For those who want to save
their life will lose it, and those who lose their life
for my sake, and for the sake of the gospel, will
save it.” (Mark 8:34-35)

Certainly that’s about self denial – but self denial
is not just a negative thing, it is the positive
decision to take up a new way of life. It is life,
defined not by the ‘thou shalt not’, but rather life
filled with positive choice to follow Christ – and
to go where he will lead.

For Christians life should be different, and
certainly that means denying the priorities (and
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perhaps some of the pleasures) of the world. But
it also means that in Christ we find, ‘life and life
in all its fullness’ (John 10:10). Less worldly, but
also more human.

So, what will you take up for Lent?

Perhaps your Bible? (A chapter read daily for
forty days would take you through two gospels).
Perhaps a time set aside for prayer? Perhaps
grasping a new opportunity to learn about your
faith, or to serve? Perhaps using your time, talents
or money in a new way?

In the giving up, and the taking up, let us look for
God’s blessing as we move towards Easter.

Alistair
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Chur ch Diary
Serv ices at 1 1:00am and 6:30pm.  Conducted by Rev Alist air May

MIDWEEK
Housegroups Wednesday and Thursday evenings
at 7:45pm.
1st and 2nd March and 5th and 6th April

The Wednesday group meets at:
Stephen & Julie Hoey’s - 26A Central Avenue

Thursday meetings are held at:
Maynie Mason’s home  - 68 Greystone Avenue
Bill and Anne Stewart’s - 9 Abbotsford Avenue
John and Moira Shaw’s - 52 Highburgh Drive
The Vestry, led by Malcolm and Greta Doig
and Alistair May.

Living Faith 2006
We started using the Living Faith material at our
evening services in late January. The services are
6:30-7:30, with an optional time for discussion
of the theme afterwards. During the time we are
using Living Faith on Sunday evenings, we shall
give non-housegroup Thursday evenings over to
prayer. Please do make these evenings a priority.
We meet at 7:45pm.

Sunday 5th March: First Sunday in Lent
11:00am Holy Communion (Genesis 17:1-14)
6:30pm Evening Service – Living Faith

‘Christian doctrines and beliefs’

Sunday 12th March: Second Sunday in Lent
11:00am Genesis 18:1-15, 21:1-7
6:30pm Evening Service – Living Faith

‘Christianity and other religions’

Sunday 19th March: Third Sunday in Lent
11:00am Genesis 18:16-33
6:30pm Evening Service – Living Faith

‘Growing in and sharing Christ’

Lenten Reflections
In previous years, we have held a series of
Lenten studies with Wardlawhill. This year they
are being held on an all-Rutherglen ecumenical
basis. Please do come along. They are in our
Sanctuary on Friday evenings 7:00-8:30 pm on
March 24th, 31st and April 7th.

Wednesday Morning Prayer Meetings
The prayer Group meets every Wednesday
morning from 10:30 -11:30 am with tea/coffee at
10:00am. in the Transept Corner/ Vestry. We
would love to have your presence even though
you offer your prayer in silence. If you have any
queries phone Greta Doig on 0141 634 4888 or
Mobile 07917 161 692.

Sunday 26th March: Fourth Sunday in Lent
(Mother ’s Day)
11:00am Genesis 22:1-19
6:30pm Evening Service – Living Faith

‘Living Christianly in the world’

Sunday 2nd April: Fifth Sunday in Lent
11:00am Morning Service
6:30pm Evening Service- Communion

Sunday 9th April: Palm Sunday
11:00am Palm Sunday
6:30pm Passion Service

Praise Group
Praise group will meet on the 21st and 28th March
in preparation for Easter.
 
All welcome but as there are only two rehearsals,
it is important that all taking part attend both.

Deaths
Mr Charles Weir, 90 Langlea Avenue, Cambuslang.  Died 6/2/06.
Mrs Jean Wells, Hollymere House, Haslington,  Crewe  (formerly 105 Stonelaw Road).  Died 8/2/06.
Mrs Elsie Gardner, 22 Cleveden Drive.  Died 17/2/06.

Additions
Ms Mary  Robertson, Flat 22 Stonelaw Court (1 Johnstone Drive) by resolution.
Mrs Margaret Ward, 32 Stonelaw Court (3 Johnstone Drive) by resolution.
Mr Alan and Mrs Margaret Carmichael, 12 Stonelaw Court (3 Johnstone Drive) by certificate 5/2/06.

Chur ch R egister
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BBBBB usiness Mattersusiness Mattersusiness Mattersusiness Mattersusiness Matters

 Actual 
 Month  To Date 

2005 Budget to 
date 

Actual v 
Budget 

FWO Gift Aid etc 7930 7930    
Ordinary 689 689    
Total Offerings 8619 8619 9213 9561 -942 
Tax recovery 3499 3499  **   
Other 168 168  **   
Total income 12286 12286    
Expenditure * 3833 3833    
Surplus/Shortfall  8453 8453    

      
 

** The 2006 Budget requires a total of £22,000 in Tax Recoveries and £750 in other income.

The Preses took the chair of the meeting, which
had been constituted by the Minister, and thanked
him for his opening devotions and inspiring
address.

Previous Minutes
The minutes of the previous meeting were
approved.

Treasurer ’s Financial Report
The Treasurer thanked fellow Managers, the
auditors, Iain Morrison and the FWO team for
their work in claiming tax back and also all the
organisations for donating money to the church
from their funds.  The Treasurer thanked you, the
congregation, for your generosity and continued
support, which has been much appreciated.

The Treasurer read through the accounts and
explained that the terminology WFO stands for
‘Weekly Freewill Offering’, and that this has gone
up by 3.8%.  The Ordinary Offering rose by 1%.
There has been an increase of 5.7% in the general
ministry expenditure.  The church insurance has
also gone up from £450 to £800.  This now
includes the screen and projector etc.  He
explained that the gas bills were overestimated
in 2005 but are now in order.

The Treasurer confirmed that the word ‘Outreach’
fund reads correctly.  He noted the War Stock
and explained that we inherited this from former
members of the church many years ago.  The
value, in monetary terms, of the stock currently
stands at £1324.

Report of the Annual Business Meeting - Monday , 20th February 2006 in the Main Hall

The Treasurer explained that the interest awarded
by the bank was considerably less than
anticipated.  This was due to the amalgamation
of the Bank of Scotland with the Halifax Building
Society.  There is approximately 15 months’
interest due to the church by our bank.  The bank
will adjust this during 2006.

A query was raised regarding the council tax for
the church and church house.  The Treasurer
agreed that there has been a slight decrease in
these.

With regard to the AD Barr Bequest and the Youth
Development Fund, Mr Gus Smeaton suggested
keeping these separate.  This was approved.

Mr Robb suggested that the Outreach Fund should
be made up to £1000, and that £500 be transferred
to the Fabric Fund and the balance carried forward
within the General Fund.  This was approved.
The Treasurer asked that the Managers be allowed
to spend more than £300 on repairs.  This was
agreed.

The Treasurer’s report was adopted.

Free Will Offering
Mr Morrison began his report by thanking the
Free Will Of fering Treasurers for their enormous
work throughout the year and the Elders for their
help in distributing the FWO envelopes.  Mr
Morrison confirmed that at the moment, there are
184 signed declarations; and an additional 62
people gave by standing order, which is a big

FINANCIAL  SUMMARY FOR JANUARY 2006



4

increase.  Mr Morrison reported that we lost 13
people in 2005.

Mr Morrison reported that over £26,000 in 2005
has been claimed back through gift aid.  The bulk
of this money went to the General Fund; and the
World Church Fund also benefited from this.  He
appealed to all taxpayers to sign the gift aid form
and stated that the church will benefit greatly as
they can claim back 28p of every £1 from the
taxman.  This can be backdated to 6th April 2000,
and he stressed that this facility will end soon.

Managers’ Report
The Managers’ Report had been circulated with
the accounts and was taken as read.

Disabled Access
The Preses praised the work and more
importantly, your contributions, in ensuring that
our new driveway and disabled access were
completed to the satisfaction of all concerned.
She thanked fellow Managers: David Jamieson,
Laurie Kayser and George Baillie for all their hard
work.

The Preses informed the congregation that the
damaged kerb at the driveway would be repaired
in approximately two weeks.  South Lanarkshire
Council will carry out this work.

Election of Auditors
Mr M Ellis and Mr P Howitt were unanimously
elected as Auditors for the year 2006.

Election of Managers
The following Managers retired by rotation at the
ABM:

A Allen R Hannah M Howitt

G Kerr A McLintock W Neithercut
L Reilly D Smith

All of fered themselves for re-election and were
re-elected.

There are currently four vacancies within the
court.  The Preses proposed two people;  David
Johnston and Stewart Willins.  Their
appointments were approved and accepted by
those present.  These appointments fill vacancies
that have one year to run before re-election.

Stipends and Salaries
The Managers proposed that the Organist’s and
the Church Officer’s salaries be increased by 3%.
The Minister will receive a voluntary additional
stipend of 15%.

There was some discussion as to the 3% increase
and a motion to pay an additional 2% as a bonus
was defeated after a vote.

Budget
The budget was presented as appeared in the
annual accounts.  The Treasurer advised that in
order to meet the proposed expenditure, an
increase in givings of at least 6.4% per member
would be necessary.

The Treasurer appealed to those present that when
giving a donation, they stipulate which fund they
wish their donation to go into.  The Treasurer
informed those present that if the money goes
into the general fund, 70% of the donations go
straight to Edinburgh and our church benefits
from only 30%.  He suggested to everyone to bear
this in mind and to remind others if and when
donations come in, to state whichfund should be
the beneficiary if they did not wish to put it into
the general fund.

The Treasurer queried the necessity of the weekly
advert in ‘The Reformer’, and informed those
present that it costs £700 for this.

The Treasurer also reminded all present of how
the photocopier is sometimes misused and that
the repair costs for 2005 were £349.  He suggested
that it might be cost effective to buy a new copier
due to the age of the current one.

The Treasurer suggested that before we spend in
2006, we ask ourselves “Is it necessary or is there
a cheaper alternative?”

The budget was adopted.

AOCB
The Preses reported that the VCR was not
working properly.  She advised that the Managers
had purchased a replacement, which is a VCR &
DVD combi.  She requested to those present that
any damage to equipment is immediately reported
to the Managers.

There was no further business.

The Preses thanked all the Managers for all their
work throughout the year.  A great deal has been
achieved within the past year due to their efforts.
She thanked the Church Officer and Church
Organist for their contributions during the year.

The minister closed the meeting with the
benediction.
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Or ganisation News....

131 Glasgow BB Junior Section
Last month I reported that we were about to enter
the Bible Quiz.  The quiz was postponed to 2nd
March which meant we had a few extra weeks to
swot up on Noah. Watch this space for the results!

We will be finishing the session at the end of
March with a Parents’ Night on Thursday 30th
March with the Anchor Boys and Girls Brigade,
so we’ll be practising hard over the next few
weeks.  We’ll be adding up points to find out who
will win the Best Squad and Best Boy trophies.

Anyone interested in the work of The Boys’
Brigade will be welcome to attend the Parents’
Night to see the boys receive their awards.

Stonelaw Girls’  Brigade
We have been finishing off our topic on Light
and the girls have enjoyed the crafts, games and
Bible stories on this theme.  We acted out the
Parable of The 5 Wise & 5 Foolish Girls and we
are making a poster about Jesus the Light.  We
tried a new game involving feathers and
cardboard plates which proved great fun with
feathers blowing all round the hall.  There were
a lot of giggles that night as girls tried to get the
feathers to stay on the plates.

We are approaching the end of our first session
and will be joining with the boys for a Parents’
Night on 30th  March.  Again anyone interested
in Girls’ Brigade is welcome to attend.

THE BRIGADE AT STONELAW

Guild
Here, to tempt you, is a view of the tickets
currently on sale for this year’s Guild Concert,
featuring popular local folk group ‘Piggery Brae’.

If you haven’t got one of these yet, please don’t
think you can just cut this one out.  Oh no, the
Guild Ladies will be standing by to ensure all the
tickets they receive are printed on the official card
(rather than paper, with the January magazine
printed on the reverse!)  So, get out your cash,
and track down one of the few remaining tickets
from Myra Howitt or Cathie Baillie.

It’ s going to be a great night - don’t miss it...

Christina McKechnie
0141 613 3914

Platform 3 Youth Group
Who’s it for?    Ev ery one in S1 and up .

When do we meet? Sunda ys, 7:45-9:00pm.

Where do we meet?  Usually in the Session R oom, unless we need more space -
then we’re downstairs.

What do we do?  Play games, ha ve quizz es/debates/discussions, read the
Bible,eat pizza, mak e banners, w atch videos, ha ve a laugh - ev ery week it ’s
different.

How do I find out more?   Try our website www .platform3.org.uk  or contact John
Robertson 632 8928, Margaret McDade 569 3599, or Jean MacK enzie 647 4913.

Stonelaw Church GuildStonelaw Church GuildStonelaw Church GuildStonelaw Church GuildStonelaw Church Guild

ConcertConcertConcertConcertConcert
on Won Won Won Won Wednesday 22nd March 2006ednesday 22nd March 2006ednesday 22nd March 2006ednesday 22nd March 2006ednesday 22nd March 2006
in Stonelaw Church Hallin Stonelaw Church Hallin Stonelaw Church Hallin Stonelaw Church Hallin Stonelaw Church Hall

at 7:30pmat 7:30pmat 7:30pmat 7:30pmat 7:30pm

Featuring local
Scottish Folk Band

TickTickTickTickTickets £5.00ets £5.00ets £5.00ets £5.00ets £5.00
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Local In ter est....

Well hello and thank you all for the wonderful
welcome I have received into Stonelaw. I will be
with you for the next six months and hope to get
to know as many of you as I can. I am hopeless
with names and take ages to remember which
name goes with which face; just ask any new
classes I get at school, but once learned never
forgotten.

Talking about names, mine is George Grant, and
I was born in Glasgow into an area that has just
received some kind of award for renewal.  Believe
me, in my days there it would not have done so. I
moved to Rutherglen in 1956 and attended the
Burgh Primary school before moving up to
Rutherglen Academy. It is an interesting idea that
I could, if I wished, buy a flat and live in the
rooms where I often got ‘the belt’. After there I
moved on to Glasgow University to do
Aeronautical Engineering. (There is a story
behind what that did to me but that may come
out later). A friend of mine took me along to St
Andrew’s in Cambuslang to play badminton and
I met my wife, Anne, there. We had started at the
Academy in the same class but had never to my
knowledge spoken at school. Her mother was Mrs
Dick, the head of Business Education at the
school. I got involved with the BB at St Andrew’s
and became an officer. I had been in the
organisation all of my life and going back and
passing on knowledge and skills to the young led
me away, from what was my chosen path, into
teaching.

I started teaching everyone’s favourite subject,
Mathematics in case you need reminding, in 1975
and later moved to Hamilton Grammar School in
1977 and still teach there to this day. Around the

mid to late 80’s, computers arrived on the
education scene and I transferred over from
Maths.

Anne and I joined St Andrew’s in 1974 and were
married in 1975.  We have two sons Alistair and
Gordon. Alistair is approaching 26 and is
finishing off his PhD at Glasgow while Gordon
(the baby at 22) started his own garage (Gasoline
Alley) nearly two years ago and is based just past
the Arnold Clark dealership on Glasgow Road.

My wife is heavily involved in the church and
Boys’ Brigade as are our two boys. (Gordon is
taking a year out but still helps at the Voluntary
Care Club for physically and mentally
handicapped). I am not as active in our local
company but have been landed as District
Secretary for Cathkin District which includes all
the Rutherglen and Cambuslang Companies.

Some time ago now I felt the need to do more for
the church – this was not a sudden enlightenment
like that of Paul – but a gradual realisation that
my path was to be more active in service.

Our minister, Alistair, and indeed you the
congregation, have taken a leap of faith in
accepting me, an unknown, into your midst. I
hope and pray that you will not be disappointed
as I know that through the past three weeks and
the Congregational Conference I have learned
much and seen many differences in approach and
attitude to the work of our Lord.

Thank you all for your welcome into the Stonelaw
family

George R Grant

A hello from the newbie!
If you’ve not been in church over the last few weeks, you will possibly not have met George Grant.  He’s a
member of St Andrews, Cambuslang but he is going to spend the next six months in Stonelaw, as a Reader in
Training.  George agreed to write an introduction for the magazine so that those of you who have not had the
pleasure of meeting him yet will at least have the advantage of knowing who he is.

Ever wondered how to read the Bible?

Don’t worry.  As discovered at our conference last month you are not
alone.  Some folks asked how to start and others wanted to return to
regular reading.

To help address this we will once again be selling quarterly Scripture Union
Bible Reading Notes .  A variety of notes giving daily reading and notes for
April to June will be available in church from 19th March .
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ENVIRONMENTAL NEWS
Thank you to everyone who contributed to the Christmas card collection in aid of the Woodland Trust. Hannah
and I took three trolley loads of greetings cards (some of you had obviously been saving your cards through the
year) to Tesco and we got some very strange looks as we posted them all into the collection bin!
Another way of helping to plant trees is to buy White and Wild milk.  Asda, Morrisons, Sainsburys and Tesco
all sell it and for every 20 bottles sold a tree will be planted in Scotland by the Wildlife Trusts. The milk itself
comes from farms where the farmers have committed 10% of their land to wildlife habitat. Unfortunately the
milk only seems to be sold in 1 litre and 2 litre cartons.

A couple of recycling websites have come to my attention recently. Both are for recycling unwanted items that
are still in usable condition, e.g. furniture. They are www.reuze.co.uk and www.freecycle.org

Elaine May

RESPONSE TO HOMELESSNESS SUNDAY - THANK YOU

The following letter has been received by the National Mission Team from the Lodging House Mission.  It is,
of course, in response to your excellent effort in donating 640 items of underwear during January.  In addition,
as a result of the lunch and a collection at the end of the Homelessness Sunday service, almost £550 was raised.
This will be split equally between the Lodging House Mission and the Homelessness Sunday organisation.

The National Mission Team would like to thank all members of the congregation who have given such
magnificent support to this worthy cause yet again in 2006.

And please, watch out for our next event.  By way of advance warning, be sure not to throw anything away that
could be useful for someone setting up a new home!

Dear Congregation
Many thanks for your donation of new underwear, which was collected by your congregation over
many weeks for our Visitors.

We very much appreciate your active support through this donation and we will make sure it will
be put to good use for our Visitors throughout the year.

Thanks again for supporting the Lodging House Mission.

Your sincerely

Andrew Low
Project Leader

THANK YOU

This message of thanks has been received from Greta Doig, representing the Presbytery of Glasgow.

This is to acknowledge with sincere thanks the quantity of used stamps which I have received from you.
The amount realised in Glasgow from used stamps for the year to December 2005 is £254 and the
amount for the whole of Scotland is £1869.71.  Your continued support would be very much appreciated.
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ACTS of Prayer

Prayer takes many differing forms. It ma y be the private prayers of individuals. It ma y be the
minister’s prayers during worship. It ma y be the prayers of groups of people meeting in houses or in
church groups.

One thing is certain. We as individuals and as a church are going nowhere without i t.

Why do we pray and when do we pray?

Is it only when tr agedy hits us and those we love or when a local or world disaster appears on our
television screens?

God is big enough to understand when we cry out in desperation when something big thr eatens us
but ther e is more to prayer than what we w ant.

God always answers prayer. However, sometimes he says “No” or “Wait”, because he knows our
‘needs’ and they are not always the same as our ‘wants’.

As those of us who gathered at the conference workshop  to look at prayer agreed, there’s more to
prayer than asking for our wants to be satisfied.

A doration: You are a great God. Mighty, Just and Loving. The list is endless and we

should have no difficulty finding dozens of words to tel l God how wonderful he is.

C onfession: Forgive us for letting you down so much. We are all tempted so much by

sin. Anger; Envy; Gluttony; Greed; Hate; I dolatry; Jealousy; Lust and Pride. How often

do we come to God in prayer without first ha ving asked for forgiveness for our thoughts

and actions.

Thanksgiving: You give us so much. Thank you. Try listing all the things God gives us

every day.

S upplication or I ntercession: Please help me. I need you. And help those in need that

we pray for. If we wer e to consider all the world pr oblems, our own UK and local problems

and those of our church the list would be endless.

You will be amazed at how much God builds you up spiritually when you pray regularly.

A litt le pebble in your pocket or purse wi ll keep on reminding you of your ACTS of prayer.

The prayer Group meets every Wednesday morning f rom 10:30 -11:30 am wi th tea/cof fee at 10:00am.
in the Transept Corner/ Vestry. We would love to have your presence even though you offer your
prayer in silence.

If y ou have any queries phone Greta Doig on 0141 634 4888 or Mobile 07917 161 692
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News fr om Abr oad....
...FROM ALISTAIR AND MARY

Some of you may think we are lost from view,
but we are so glad we are not lost from your
prayers of which we are so conscious.

It was great to see some of you at Christine’s
wedding in January, but there was not time to see
very many of you then, and this summer, because
we were home in January we are likely to take
less time in the summer. 

We returned to a really cold spell with snow and
ice, but since then the temperature has lifted and
although we had a heavy fall of snow over the
weekend, as I write, the sun is shining through
the window of our new apartment, Mary is doing
the ironing in the hall and after these bits of
correspondence I am getting ready for the lectures
this afternoon.  I am doing a new series with the
1st year students on Christian doctrine, which is
a great opportunity to go through the Apostles’
Creed in similar form to what I did with you in
Stonelaw.   What a great Gospel it is when you
gather it together like that!

The church continues to be as moving a target as
ever!  We have a whole group of Nigerians
worshipping with us just now, and a constant
stream of visitors for longer or shorter times.   It
is so important to be ‘on target’ every Sunday
and ready to be an encouragement.  One man who
has hardly any English walks many miles to come
because it is the one place where he feels accepted
and valued.   May we be that to many!!

The work in the colony looks set to resume.  On
Friday we are going to take in some humanitarian
goods… so much has been lost or destroyed in
the recent upheavals… and then as soon as we
can, start a team going regularly again.  

Some of you have prayed for Chinara, and the
sad news there is that she died two weeks ago
after a return of her hepatitis.   Her loyal husband,
Andrew, is in Kazakhstan this week visiting his
mother, but he needs our prayers as he begins
life again and seeks God’s best way for him.  He
is a lovely young fellow and it was great to talk
with him last Saturday nearly the whole
morning.  

We’re looking for a locum pastor for the summer. 
Someone is in our sights but he can’t give a
definite response.

It is good to know that you find a place in your
prayers for us and this country.  It is almost a year
since the revolution and there are anxious
rumours around.   

We have been glad to hear news from some of
you and to keep up to date as best as we can with
all that is going on in Rutherglen.

May you know rich blessing in knowing and
following Him who is the Way, the Truth and the
Life.

Alastair and Mary

ELDERS’ DOOR DUTIES
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The Dramatic Adventures of Fiona in the South
have taken a new twist this week — involving a
move which is dramatic, adventurous and even
more southerly!

Having spent the last few months scrabbling
around doing a variety of part-time jobs to fill
my time and keep the wolves from the door and
wondering what on earth I’m going to do when
the kindness of my friends runs out, God has
presented me with a fantastic opportunity to use
all my gifts, ambition and experience. Yes, I have
found a job which will require me to watch a lot
of children’s TV!

With effect from next Tuesday (7th March) I shall
be employed full-time by the Damaris Trust as a
Writer and Editor of Primary Assembly and RE
Lessons Online. The Damaris Trust’s aim is to
relate the Christian faith and contemporary
culture through publishing and running
conferences. You can find out more about what
they do at www.damaris.org. My job will be to
develop and launch a website offering online
resources for people working in Primary Schools.
The material will take themes from children’s
culture (films, TV, books, music) and use them
to teach the bible through assemblies and RE
classes. To do this I will be writing material, and
recruiting a team of writers whose work I will
then edit. After the site is launched in August I
will be involved in other Damaris projects, using
my skills in speaking and acting as well as writing.
It has all been fairly sudden, but I am excited
about this next step and the opportunities it will
give me to develop and expand my training and
experience. It does mean that I shall be
‘unavailable’ for acting work in the immediate
future, but as my agent is happy for me to remain
on his books it means that the door to the secular
acting world is left ajar rather than closed.

...and fr om Sligh tly Closer t o Home ....

On a practical level, I will be moving to
Southampton this month. Initially I will be staying
with a couple who are supporters of Damaris, but
I hope to find furnished accommodation fairly
quickly, then to look for something more
permanent (where I can at last put all my
belongings!) in the Southampton area. After 2
years of no fixed abode, I am really looking
forward to unpacking and settling for a little
while. Please pray for the practicalities of moving,
finding the right place to live and settling into a
new city. Once I’m settled I’ll email all my contact
details so you can start booking weekends on the
sunny south coast!

I still have a few loose ends to tie up here in
London - I shall be travelling up on Monday
afternoons to run my after-school drama club for
another 4 weeks, I have two Science Boffin
parties already in my diary, and I am speaking at
Word Alive in April. Added to all this, we are
aiming to launch the Assemblies Online material
at the Christian Resources Exhibition in May so
all in all it looks as though the next two months
will be quite busy.

I shall be sad to say goodbye to Raynes Park
which for the last 5 months has been home, in
particular to the people at Dundonald Church
where I was enjoying getting more involved in
the St Andrews @ Seven congregation, and it’ll
be hard not to have the West End on my doorstep
but on the other hand I’m looking forward to
walking on the beach in the evenings!

As always, thanks for your support and friendship.

Fiona

fionacstewart@aol.com
07714 781003
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Pause for Though t

On a visit to some friends in England last month,
I came across the following story.  It concerned a
cat that led a double life.  Tibby, a disreputable
old grey tabby, found a cunning way of living off
the fat of the land. He contrived to trick two
families simultaneously into believing that he was
their  cat.

Some months ago, two-timing Tibby, a stray,
adopted the families of a banker and a civil
servant in a swish Surrey suburb, and led a
purringly successful double life.  Like a
successful bigamist, he had a highly organized
timetable.  This was his day:  7:30 am breakfast
at the civil servant’s; 8:00 am morning milk at
the bank official’ s, then to and fro between both
houses several times to draw double rations of
dinner and tea.  At night, there was a choice of
beds – a cat box in one house or an old pram in
the other.  But in the end, he overdid things.  He
made such a nuisance of himself that the RSPCA
was called in to despatch him, and his double life
was over.

So even a cat can’t serve two masters, never mind
a man!

That seems to have a familiar ring.  Remember
what Jesus said?  No servant can serve two
masters.  He is bound to hate one and love the
other or give his loyalty to one and despise the
other.  You cannot serve God and worship money
at the same time.  Not even if you have as many
lives as a cat.  God sees plainly the trade mark on
our hearts – a cross or a £ sign.

From cats to carthorses!  Jock, a fifteen year old
Glasgow Clydesdale, slipped and fell on the
slippery, wet cobbles while he was trudging his
load up West Nile Street.  In those far off days
this was quite usual.  (I well remember this as I
made my way home from work one frosty night.)
When he was down, he discovered he wasn’t as
young as he used to be.  For over an hour he
struggled to rise but each time his tired muscles
failed and he fell back.  In the end they had to
send for the vet to have him destroyed.  But Jock
kept trying.  With a last convulsive effort he
struggled to his feet.  The anxious crowd cheered
as he stood up, snorting and trembling but
triumphant.  He had beaten his executioner by
precisely six minutes.  Soon he was back at work,
hauling his load.

A Lesson from T ibby and Jock

There’s many a time the likes of you and me take
a tumble, down into the dirt of moral defeat or
into the bitter mire of sorrow.  Life gets too much
for us.  Self pity saps our strength.  We are tempted
to lie there, just to give in.  Remember Jock the
old carthorse.

Paul put it bluntly – we may be knocked down
but we are never knocked out.  Remember the
promise and the challenge of God – “Son of man,
stand upon thy feet and I will speak unto thee.”
(Ezekiel 2)

Yes it is certainly true – mice and men have much
in common.

Now for a little bit of humour.

It seems there is great truth in the phrase ‘a saving
sense of humour’.  Laughter can relieve tension,
annoyance and worry.

I remember hearing of a minister who went on a
golfing holiday, immediately after being
appointed Convener of the Kirk’s Temperance
and Morals Committee, at a time when its main
concerns were with drink and gambling.  The poor
man received quite a ragging from some of his
colleagues who were also on holiday in the
district.  Knowing that he enjoyed the occasional
pint, they inquired whether he was going to
change his ways, or whether they could expect a
change in the Church’s thinking on drink.  “Drink
can be a problem”, he said, “but the real curse
today is gambling.  That will be my main concern
for the next three years.”  Later that morning as
they were approaching the 18th green, the
minister’s daughter came rushing out from the
clubhouse.  “Daddy,” she shouted excitedly,”
you’ll never guess what happened!  Mummy has
won the jackpot on the one-armed bandit!”  His
golfing friends could hardly restrain a chuckle
but the father was not amused. Seeing his
expression, his daughter attempted to retrieve the
situation by telling him, “Don’t worry – she’s not
keeping the money – she’s buying drinks for
everyone!”

How can we live without fun and laughter?

Looking back over my old scrapbook, I have
written this down:  The God I believe in is on the
side of healthy fun and kindly laughter.

John Borland
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