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Dear Friends

"Let us not give up meeting together, as some are
in the habit of doing, but let us encourage one
another."

It is encouraging to see new faces worshipping
with us. Welcome.

It is encouraging to see familiar faces week by
week. Thank you.

It is encouraging to see returning faces. We're glad
you're back.

It is understandable that some are with us in spirit,
but their bodies can't possibly be. You are still
part of us.

But it is heartbreaking to miss you when you're
not there. Please do come.

Sometimes Church can be a drag (yes, even for
the minister). There are often a hundred
seemingly more interesting or pressing things. We
have work to do, a house to keep, a family to
visit, a holiday to take. Then there is that old
mantra that 'you don't have to go to Church to be
a Christian'.

The mantra is a lie. It is a deception created by
an individualistic society that declares 'I don't
need you', 'I am not your keeper, and you are not
mine'. But actually, we do need you, and you need
us. At the very heart of worship is a call for the
people of God to praise the Lord together. At the
very heart of the invitation to follow Jesus, is the
call to join with his disciples. That's why we
vowed to 'meet regularly for worship on the Lord's
day.'
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Sometimes those disciples can annoy us intensely.
Christians can be a real pain in the neck. But,
warts and all, we are a family and we belong
together. So we should meet: on Sundays at 11am
and 6:30pm; at the Guild, the housegroup and
the social event. We are called to worship
together, to serve together, to grow and learn, and
laugh and pray, together.

"Let us not give up meeting together, as some are
in the habit of doing, but let us encourage one
another" (Hebrews 10:25).

With best wishes,

Alistair

Con ten ts
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Chur ch Diary
Serv ices at 1 1:00am and 6:30pm, conducted by Rev Alist air May unless otherwise st ated

MIDWEEK
Thursday Evenings (7:45)
Thursday 5th October. Housegroups
Thursday 12th October. Jane Howitt’s induction, at St John’s Church, Galashiels
Thursday 19th October. Prayer time, in the crèche room
Thursday 26th October. Housegroups
Thursday 2nd November. Prayer time, in the crèche room

Thursday meetings are held at:
Maynie Mason’s home  - 68 Greystone Avenue
Bill and Anne Stewart’s - 9 Abbotsford Avenue
John and Moira Shaw’s - 52 Highburgh Drive
The Vestry, led by Malcolm and Greta Doig and Alistair May.

Wednesday Morning Prayer Meetings
The Prayer Group meets every Wednesday morning from 10:30 -11:30 am with tea/coffee at 10:00am in the
Transept Corner/ Vestry.  We would love to have your presence even though you offer your prayer in silence.
If you have any queries phone Greta Doig on 0141 634 4888 or Mobile 07917 161 692.  See John Shaw’s
article on the Prayer Group on page five of this magazine.

For anyone wishing prayer for themselves or others, the Prayer Chain will be available by telephoning Greta
Doig on 0141 634 4888.

Sunday 1st October Holy Communion
11:00am The Passover (Exodus 12:1-14)
6:30pm Romans 4

Sunday 8th October
11:00am The Red Sea (Exodus 14:10-31)
6:30pm Romans 5

Sunday 15th October
11:00am Water from the Rock (Exodus 17:1-7)
6:30pm Alan Milloy will conduct our service

Deaths

Chur ch R egister

Sunday 22nd October
11:00am Battle with Amalek (Exodus 17:8-16)
6:30pm Romans 6

Sunday 29th October
11:00am The Ten Commandments (Exodus 20)
6:30pm Romans 7

Sunday 5th November
11:00am Golden Calf (Exodus 32)
6:30pm Romans 8

Mary McWilliam, McMillan House, Abbeyfield. Died on 4th September.
Jean Kennedy, 1/3 12 Hamilton Road.  Died on 5th September.
Anne Fordyce,  Abbeyfield Extra Care. Died on 8th September.

Jane Howitt – on the move
We were delighted to hear that so shortly after her return from Latvia, Jane has a new job. She has been chosen
by the 300 members of St John’s Church in Galashiels to be their new parish minister. Jane will be inducted on
October 12th. No doubt a good number of Stonelaw folk will be there on that day – but all of our prayers go
with her. And we join Jane, Peter and Myra in giving thanks.
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BBBBB usiness Mattersusiness Mattersusiness Mattersusiness Mattersusiness Matters

FINANCIAL  SUMMARY FOR AUGUST 2006

The monthly payment to The Church of Scotland of £7,790.40 could not be made in August due to lack of
funds.

** The 2006 Budget requires a total of £22,000 in Tax Recoveries and £750 in other income.

ELDERS’ DOOR DUTIES

Thank you...
Mrs Winnie Liggat, Bill and John would like to
thank the congregation for their expressions of
sympathy following the death of their daughter
and sister, Carole.  The family has been greatly
comforted by the kindness and concern shown to
them at this time.

Thank you...
Netta and Lindsay Bryce are now back home and
wish to thank everyone who helped and prayed
after their house fire in February.  They are very
grateful to all their friends.

Bad news from the board of managers…  we are still seeking 3-5 people to join the board.

Serving the Lord is a calling and a privilege!  Are you ready to do his work?  If so, then give me a call on 647
2488.  We, the managers, would love to meet you and welcome you to our fold.

And more bad news… our treasurer gave a depressing report at our meeting in September, and your help is
badly needed.  We are approximately £4000 down in our income, and are in debt to the tune of £6000+.  Our
church is not exempt from increases in energy prices and the cost-of-living as a whole.  We therefore appeal to
you that if you can increase you Freewill Offering, then please do so to enable us to meet our monthly outgoings.
By increasing the amount you give, the day-to-day running of the church will continue.  This, of course
includes the payment of salaries to those for whom we are responsible.

Vetinia Gorman, Clerk to the managers
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 Actual 
 Month To Date 

2005 Budget to 
date 

Actual v 
Budget 

FWO Gift Aid etc 6824 59213    
Ordinary 493 4276    
Total Offerings 7317 63489 67188 70149 -6660 
Tax recovery 3684 14695  **   
Other 11 1603  **   
Total income 11012 79787    
Expenditure * 2701 78585    
Surplus/Shortfall  8311 1202    
 

MANAGERS’ REPORT
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Or ganisation News....

T GROUP

GUILD

Our first meeting of the new session is planned
for Wednesday 4th October.  We look forward to
receiving Major Margaret Huyton who will speak
on Let’s Live - Body, Mind and Soul.

Two weeks later, on 18th October, Ian Henderson
and his daughter will provide the entertainment
for our social evening.

On 1st November, Rev Alistair May will speak
on our theme of Let’s Live - Body, Mind and Soul.

As ever, new members will be made especially
welcome - we look forward to seeing you on the
4th October.

Myra Howitt (Convener)

Popcorn, and exciting cartoons exploring Christian themes.

First Saturday of each month
 (7th October,  4th November, 2nd December)

2.00 - 3.30  pm

All children are welcome. Parents/carers are welcome to stay too, or to leave their
children. (An adult must remain with any pre-school child). Free of charge.

More information? Phone 583-0157

The 6th Rutherglen Girls’ Brigade has finally
been recognised by Girls Brigade HQ so we are
now officially part of the Girls Brigade.

We started the new year with all 12 of last year’s
girls returning and two weeks in, they have been
joined by four others. In addition we have
welcomed Caroline Sloan and Victoria Allan on
board as helpers.

We started last year with Explorers for Primaries
1 to 3 and the Junior Section is now up and
running for girls in Primary 4 to 7. Both groups
follow similar programmes, with games and crafts
used to reinforce the Bible message. The Bibles
that were presented to the Girls’ Brigade at the
morning service on September 17th will be used
weekly to teach the girls stories from the Bible.

We invite any girls in primary school to join us
on a Thursday night. The Explorers meet from
6:15 to 7:15 and the Juniors from 7:30 to 8:30.

Elaine May 583 0157

GIRLS’ BRIGADE
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Local In ter est....
Christian Aid Coffee Morning
The Christian Aid Coffee Morning will be held
in the West Parish Church, Rutherglen on
Saturday 21st October from 10:00am till noon.

Tickets, price £1, are available from Jean Miller
(647 6822).

National Mission T eam Annual Quiz
The Annual Quiz, run by the National Mission
Team, will take place on Saturday 18th November
at 7:30pm in the Church Hall.  Tickets, price £5,
will be on sale soon.  Speak to a member of the
National Mission Team to reserve your tickets
now!

Many of us have happy memories as parents or
grandparents of being told by children that they love
us. Even, in some instances we have been singled
out and told they love us more than anyone else in
the whole world. Sometimes they take our hand or
skip happily ahead as we go to the shops or to the
park to play or walk the dog. You have that feeling
inside you that you would do anything for them. Give
them anything just to see the happy smile and feel
the hug. Very soon we realise that that can be
selfishness both on our part and also on their part.
Sometimes “No” is the best answer to a request even
though it hurts us to see them disappointed or even
when they tell you that they don’t love you any more.

But you still love them and they still come back to
ask, often for the same things, again and again until
they realise that other requests are more likely to
get a positive result.

Then there is the period when children find other
things to interest them, and this can be good and
constructive and a useful experience for character
building. However, all too often it is because they
are being allowed to do the things they most want to
do whether or not it is good or bad for them. Usually,
though, they come running back to us for a cuddle
or encouragement or help when things go wrong

Sometimes we have to say to them “I love you very
much but I don’t like what you have been doing.”
There is even the odd occasion when they come back
to you and say “You were right. I’m sorry. I should
listen to you more.”

The prayer life of the church runs in a similar vein.
We are continually being told on a Sunday that God
loves us and will never stop loving us no matter how
often we let Him down. We go off and do our own
selfish things in a never-ending search for happiness
and satisfaction.

As a church we need to tell God we love Him. We
need to thank Him even when life is hard. We need
to admit to Him that we have been wrong in our
deeds and attitudes. We need to thank Him for all he
has done, is doing, and will do for us. Often, it is
only then that we feel we can ask Him to answer our

Go on! R eli ve Your Childhood
prayers. And after all that the answer might be “No!”
because that’s what is best for us. . Or the answer
might be “Wait! You’re not ready yet”. However
sometimes we just shout “Help!” because we can’t
cope. Expect an answer. Be patient.

For many, prayer is a very personal thing and often
people feel embarrassed or inhibited if asked to pray
with others. This is understandable and the church
is very indebted to those who support the church by
their private prayers. For others pressure of work or
lack of mobility prevent them from taking part in
the Wednesday morning prayer meetings. Many
other smaller groups meet for prayer throughout the
week or at arranged times.

We would like to invite you to come along and join
the Wednesday morning prayer meeting. Many
attend who pray silently so don’t feel you have to
pray out loud. Between 10:00 and 10:30am we gather
for coffee/tea and chat. At 10:30 we have a reading
and a short prayer and then we report on the progress
of those for whom we have prayed and bring to the
group’s attention all those who have requested
prayer. Often this is for people who do not want their
names mentioned. Confidentiality is very important
to the group. Then from 11:00 to 11:30 we pray.
This includes a period of silence to give God a chance
to speak to us and to give those who want to pray
silently the chance to do so.

All who attend admit that they get a great uplift from
praying as a group and that there is real satisfaction
in seeing at first hand how God answers prayer.

Feel free to just turn up on a Wednesday morning
between 10:00am and 10:30am. (Watch the
Announcement Sheet and Monthly Magazine for any
exceptions.)  Enter by the side door on Dryburgh
Avenue and come along the corridor to Transept
Corner / the Vestry. If you have any requests for
prayer for yourself or others please contact Greta
Doig on 0141 634 4888 or mobile 07917161692.
If you encounter an emergency situation your request
will be passed down the prayer chain by telephone
whenever you phone.

John Shaw
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Pause for Though t

COMMUNION – ALL  ARE WELCOME

“I’ve just returned from the USA where I
journeyed to Texas to visit the prisoners on Death
Row.”

This was the greeting I received on being
introduced several weeks ago to a lady from
Blackpool who is a member of the Methodist
Church.  Before we parted I gave her a copy of
our church magazine.  A fortnight ago she wrote
to me to say she had made copies of the magazine
and that these had been distributed to the
prisoners on Death Row, whom she calls her
friends, saying it would be a great encouragement
to them.

You can imagine my reaction and surprise to
know that Stonelaw Church magazine is being
circulated.

Her latest card informs me that Communion was
celebrated and shared by several of the prisoners,
which leads me on to another Communion
service, on an evening last year when I had the
great privilege of speaking and choosing the
hymns.

This somehow reminded me of a most memorable
service in a small prison camp in East Prussia.
We had been informed we were to receive a visit
from an army padre (chaplain).  So we set to and
began cleaning and tidying our small camp; an
old wooden table was scrubbed clean, some
wooden forms were quickly arranged and even
clean straw put in our sleeping quarters.

Another prisoner and I formed a small cross from
a piece of barbed wire, placed it on the table and
with the light from a small fire and an old lamp
everything was set in place.  At the close of our
short Communion service the padre spoke these
words: “Lead kindly light amid the encircling
gloom, Lead thou me on.  The night is dark and I
am far from home, Lead thou me on!”

From that moment I was determined not to lose
my identity.  It was very important for me to
maintain my faith and find something to hold on
to.  Captivity strengthened my faith and it
strengthened me, all round.  Before, I had great
difficulty in being alone.  Now I value being
alone.  I need it.  My captors had the power to

break my body and bend my will, but not to
possess my soul – that belonged to God.

At times I felt isolated and alone and despite the
loneliness, the hunger, the cruelty, gradually I
understood something of the loneliness of Jesus
on the Cross, when He cried “My God, why hast
thou forsaken me?”  But then again, the cross of
Jesus is the greatest symbol of suffering, for
beyond it is the Resurrection.

And so in a moment, memory will carry a man
back across the years to the things that happened
long ago.  In the spiritual life, memory is
important in two different ways.  First, the way it
brings one back to the mistakes and errors of one’s
past.  It also acts, we may thank God, in another
way, to recall our mind’s enriching experiences,
to remind us of folks, past and present who by
their example have led us back into the company
of the Master.

In the New Testament story there is a devastating
moment when Peter remembered - remembered
all the love and trust which by his words he had
betrayed – and yet there emerged ultimately the
rock-like character on whom a church was built.

Hence that special Communion service so long
ago will always mean so much to me.

By the time you read this magazine, we will have
gathered round the Lord’s Table once again for
Communion.  For some it may be the only time
they enter.  Taking part in Holy Communion is
one of the most significant acts a Christian can
perform.  How can it make any difference?  How
can receiving a morsel of bread and a sip of wine
change anything?  Unless the one who invites us
and calls us is who they say He is and who He
said he is; true God, creator, forgiver, healer of
all kinds of sickness, life giver, finder of the
wandering and the lost, companion.  Ours is a
God who reigns, who cares, who acts.  Many of
us are dissatisfied with our lives as they are.  We
want our lives to count for something.  We know
in our hearts that we cannot make ourselves clean,
wise and strong.  We need help; we need someone
above and beyond ourselves.  We need someone
like Jesus Christ.
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ADVANCE WARNING -
the pantomime season is
approaching....

OK, it’s about three months away
really, but the Rutherglen Rep folk are
already planning a fun time for us all.

Here’s their poster, but in case it hasn’t
reproduced very well in our printer,
here are the details:

Goldilocks will be performed on
Monday 4th December at Stonelaw
Church at 7:15pm.  The cost is £5.50
for adults, £4.00 for concession
tickets.

The booking hotline is 07092 392 537.

Find out more at:
www.rutherglenrep.org.uk.
or ask our own Iain Morrison.

Too many of us skimp and save and sacrifice to
pay our insurance premiums, but give no thought
to the life that lies beyond the reach of insurance,
and even beyond the reach of death.

We can go from the Lord’s Table strengthened to
live a new style of life.  How?  By taking Jesus

SIMPLE HUMOUR

Twice a day, week after week during 1967, a Belgian crossed the German border always riding a bicycle,
always with a small suitcase filled with sand.  In vain the Customs officials at the frontier hunted in the sand
for diamonds or other precious stones.  At last, having invited the Belgian to share a cup of coffee with them,
they said “Look here, we simply can’t imagine what you are regularly smuggling across the border.  We are
eaten up with curiosity.  To set our minds at rest, will you tell us?”  “With pleasure,” replied the Belgian,
“bicycles!”

Christ at His word and then going out in His
strength and in His love.  It is a lot less
complicated than the elaborate tragic substitutes
we dream up to take the place of Christ.  It is a
lot more real and more practical.  He calls to each
of us to respond to His love.  Try His way.  Try
His high calling to love.  Come, take, live.

John Borland
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Minister
Rev Alistair May

80 Blairbeth Road, Burnside, Rutherglen G73 4JA 583 0157 (Day off Monday)
alistair.may@ntlworld.com

Organist
Alan Jenkins, B.Ed

16 Eden Grove, Mossneuk, East Kilbride

Church Officer
Leonard Sheppard, Church House  647 5113  (Day off Monday)

Session Clerk
William K Liggat, 20 Pitcairn Grove, Mossneuk, East Kilbride 013552 43362

william.liggat@careers-scotland.org.uk

Preses
Maureen Robb, 147 Calderwood Road  647 5754

Clerk to the Managers
Vetinia Gorman, 12 Calderwood Road 647 2488 vetinia.gorman@ntlworld.com

Tr easurer
David Robb, 93 Dryburgh Avenue  562 4709  dmr@davidmrobb.co.uk

FWO Tr easurers
Roger Hannah, 142 Blairbeth Road

Iain Morrison, Flat G/L, 5 Parkhill Drive 569 3609  iain.g.morrison@ntlworld.com

Rollkeeper
Grant McKechnie, 1 Broomieknowe Gardens  613 3914  grant.mckechnie2@virgin.net

Weekly Announcement Sheet
Maidie Smeaton

17 Kincath Avenue, Burnside, Glasgow 631 2342  smeats@ntlworld.com

Church Magazine Editorial Team
Morag Moore, 26 Buchanan Drive  647 2130

Janis Neil, 14 Albert Drive  647 1337  janis.neil@ntlworld.com

MAGAZINE DEADLINEMAGAZINE DEADLINEMAGAZINE DEADLINEMAGAZINE DEADLINEMAGAZINE DEADLINE
Items for the November November November November November issue of the Church

Magazine to be handed to the editorial team

no later than Sunday, 22nd October 2006.Sunday, 22nd October 2006.Sunday, 22nd October 2006.Sunday, 22nd October 2006.Sunday, 22nd October 2006.
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