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Lete frantheMinde...

Dear Friends

Of coursg, it’s all baloney. Nevertheless, Dan
Brown’s ‘DaVinci Code’ isnow an all-time best-
seller; shortly to become a blockbuster starring
Tom Hanks. Its fiction, which claims a basis in
fact, is that Jesus was married to Mary
Magdalene, had a couple of nice kids, and the
whole thing was covered over by a misogynistic
conspiracy of gospel writers, Paul, the Knights
Templar, and the Roman Catholic Church.

From an intellectua perspective, Christianity has
absolutely ‘no case to answer’ here. The whole
thingisjunk. But yet, | do have concerns. Brown’s
book taps into a number of fears, myths and
misconceptions that sometimes cause problems
for faith. ‘Wasn’t the Bible written years after
theevent? ‘Haven’t historians proved it wrong?
‘Didn’t Paul change the teachings of Jesus?’
‘Didn’t the idea of Christ being God come alot
later?” ‘Is what today’s Church believes not
different from what the apostles preached?

The answer to all these questions is an emphatic,
‘No!” But Christians sometimes shy away from
the inquiry, because they feel it might be
otherwise. Thetruth iswe don’t actually know a
lot about this book we read, and this faith we
profess.

Sunday School was, for most of us, too long ago.
But what have learned about our faith since then?
I’m a great believer in sermons (I know, 1’m
professionally biased!). However, so often
although sermons press us for greater
commitment; ask us to share our faith; and
encourage us to believe, they don’t really take
our knowledge much further forward. They
certainly don’t allow us to stand up and voice

our questions (perish the thought). Y et, last year
at our conference, these are the things that we
said we wanted to do.

The Session has been looking at waysto help us
learn, and we hope that our Living Faith
programme (details inside on page 7) will begin
to meet our needs. Can | personally appeal to you
to strongly consider participating? But whatever
method we use, sharing, reading, listening and
thinking, let us remember that our faith concerns
‘the Way, the truth, and the life’. And truth has
naught to fear, and all to gain, by honest inquiry
and prayerful seeking.

With best wishes
Alistair
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Church Diary

Servicesat 11:00am and 6:30pm. Conducted by Rev Alistair May unless otherwise stated.

SPECIAL SERVICES

Sunday 4th September
11:00am  Sacrament of Baptism
6:30pm  Holy Communion

Sunday 11th September

11:00am Rev Stephen Chester (Lecturer at International Christian College)

6:30pm  Rev Stephen Chester
Sunday 2nd October

11:00am Holy Communion (There will be aretiring offering in aid of Tear Fund’s Niger Project.)

6:30pm  Holy Communion

Living Faith — A new opportunity to explore what we believe (see page 7 for details)

Saturday, 10th September

available in the church or call Janis Neil on 647 1337.

Housegroups

Wednesday and Thursday Evenings (7:45pm) on
31st August/1st September and then 5th/6th
October.

The Wednesday group meets at:

Stephen & Julie Hoey’s - 26A Central Ave
Thursday meetings are held at:

Maynie Mason’s home - 68 Greystone Ave
Bill and Anne Stewart’s - 9 Abbotsford Ave
John and Moira Shaw’s - 52 Highburgh Drive
The Vestry led by Malcolm and Greta Doig
and Alistair May.

Wednesday Morning Prayer Meetings
These prayer meetings will be held from 10:30-
11:30 in Transept Corner. Tea/coffee will be
served from 10:00am.

PRAISE GROUP

The last Tuesday of the month (27th September)
will see the praise group starting back at
7:30pm. New members welcome. If you d like
tojoin us, you will be made very welcome!

Church Hymnary 4th Edition

From September we will move on to the Church of Scotland’s new hymnbook. Because song words will be
on our ‘big screen’, you don’t need asongbook. However, many of you have bought your own, and if anyone
till wishes one, they are available from Wesley Owen in Bothwell Street. Please note that we are still waiting
for large-print editions to arrive. These will be available for those that ordered them, or to borrow at the door

of the church.

Deaths

Mr Fred Weidner on 26th July

Certificate of Transference

New Members
By Resolution of the Kirk Session

Church Register

Mr Alexander Eunson, 18 Elm Road on 10th June
Mrs Muriel Berrie, Abbeyfield East Park House on 15th July

Mrs Isobel Honeyman, 9 Burnside Gate to Burnside on 4th June

Stuart Willins, 42 Kingsburn Grove on 6th June



http://www.thebigsaturday.org

Business Matters
Financial Summary June/July 2005

Actual 2004 Budget to Actual v
Month To Date date Budget
FWO Gift Aidetc | 15617 55243
Ordinary 1239 4677
Total Offerings 16856 59920 56865 59748 172
Tax recovery 1723 12433 *x
Other 93 960 *x
Total income 18672 73313
Expenditure 22216 75174
Surplus/Shortfall -3544 -1861

** The 2005 Budget requires atotal of £21,000 in Tax Recoveries and £1,250 in other income.

BUILDINGSREFURBISHMENT APPEAL

The position as at 21 August 2005 was as follows :-

£

Received to 21 August 2005 25,418
Stonelaw Guild 300
Mother & Toddler Group 1,000
Stonelaw Pre School 1,000
Stonelaw Tuesday Chat Group 25
Managers coffee morning 533
Tax recovery 6,169
Interest 185
34,630

Hunter & Clark Ltd interim payment 19,363
15,267

Shortfall on target of £35,000 - £370

ELDERS’ DOOR DUTIES

DATE NORTH AISLE DRYBURGH AVE SOUTH AISLE
11th AM B S,\;“iﬁ'i‘ésa‘ng‘ T M Shaw & J Shaw JBarr & B Liggat
September [~ T Milligan JShaw M Shaw
. . . A Stewart & P
18th AM | JRennie & P Howitt SHoey & B Wilson Finlayson
September PM P Howitt A Stewart P Finlayson
B Stewart & C L Nisbet & P . .
AM McKechnie McKechnie JLiggat & JNell
25th
September | v | ¢ Mckechnie P McKechnie N
. ' M Borland & B M McDougall &
2nd AM | Wilson & JBaird Neithercut G McKechnie
October | oy, JBaird B Neithercut G McKechnie
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Organisation News....

TUESDAY CHAT GROUP

Welcome back after the summer break. | hope
everyone is ready to join in our Tuesday Chat
evenings. Remember any new members are very
welcome so it would be lovely to see new faces
aswell as ‘old’ ones.

For any new persons reading the Stonelaw
magazine, the Tuesday Chat Group meets once a
month (second Tuesday) in the mid-hall at
7:30pm. We sometimes have a speaker or we just
do our own thing e.g. quiz/theme night. So do
come along and join in our fun evenings.

Our opening night is on the 13th September at
7:30pm in the mid-hall. The topic for the evening
will be ‘Experiencesfrom the Special Olympics’
by Ledey, Arlene, and Janice. This should be very
interesting. Tea/coffee will be served. Look
forward to seeing you al there.

Alison McCartan (secretary)

The Brigade at Stonelaw

The session starts with a games night on Thursday
1st September and asyou read thiswe’re hopeful
that the 16 boys from last year will have returned.
The programme will be slightly different from
last year as we’ll be joined by the girls of the
Junior Section of the newly formed Girls’
Brigade. Boys and girls can look forward to a
varied programme of games, crafts, marching and
badge work all centred round a Bible theme.

All boys or girls are welcome to come along on
Thursdays at the following times:

Anchor Boys (P1 - P3) 6:30 - 7:30pm
Explorers (GirlsP1 - P3) 6:15 - 7:15pm
Junior Section (Boys P4 - P6) 7:30 — 8:30pm
Junior Section (Girls P4 - P6) 7:30 — 8:30pm

WELCOME BACK TO PLATFORM 3!

Platform 3 is Stonelaw's Christian Youth Group for people in S:S6 and beyond. New members are
always welcome, so please come along, and bring a friend if you like.
We meet in the Session room, the mid-hall or the main hall depending on our activity for the night,

from 7:45 - 9:00pm.

Any questions? Contact John Robertson 632 8928, Margaret McDade 569 3599 or Jean

MacKenzie 647 4913 or check out our website;

www.platform3.org.uk

Sunday 4th September 7:45-9:00pm Games Night in the main hall.

A great night to give us a try yourself, or to bring along a friend!

Saturday 10 September Big Saturday at the SECC

We're encouraging Platform 3 members to go to the Big Saturday this weekend because there will
be lots of activities for teenagers all day in the Great Generation Zone from 10am, including workshops
on Making Poverty History, Trade, Peace and Conflict. There's also a worship event starting at 7pm
in the evening. The SECC is easy to get to by train from Rutherglen Station - it's just 2 stops after
Glasgow Central. Come with your family or with your friends!

for advice.

(N.B. Sunday 11 September - no Platform 3 because of the Big Saturday the day before.)
Sunday 18 September

A Whale of a Tale! led by John Robertson

Sunday 25 September - break for school holiday weekend
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Local Interest....

LODGING HOUSE MISSION

The LHM has issued an appeal again for goods to help them to provide meals for their homeless visitors.
This quote from their appeal |etter explains the need quite clearly.

‘Harvest providesthe bulk of thefood we usein our own cafeteriaand give out asfood parcel sto those moving

into their own flat for the first time throughout the year.’

The NM team is once again asking for your support with this appeal. We will put out boxes and bagsin the
Hall of Fellowship every Sunday up to and including 9th October to receive any donations you can manage.

We will then ensure they are delivered to the LHM in East Campbell Street.

Last year quite a number of people bought the goods from our Fair Trade Stall and donated them to the LHM
appeal thus helping the two causes but wherever you buy the goods please try to help the people of our own

city.

A list of the suggested gifts follows.

GROCERES | GROCERES DRINKS | HOMEBAKING
Meat Breakfast Cereal Tea Any
Fish Soup Coffee
Vegetables Biscuits Fruit Juices
Puddings Fruit Hot Chocolate

Fruit Rice

Soup Sugar
Pasta

RECYCLING NEWS

In January many of you brought your Christmas cards to church to be recycled in aid of the
Woodland Trust. Having collected 44 million cards last January, their aim was to collect 50
million thisyear. The final total was 58 million cards, weighing 1150 tonnes. The proceeds of this
collection are used to fund tree planting and the Woodland Trust is aready planning the collection

for January 2006.

| reported a number of months ago that battery recycling facilities were being searched out.
Anacther member of the group carried out some investigation without success, including speaking
to the council, and | then carried out further investigation which eventually led to John Redshaw
of Burnside Blairbeth Church who works for SEPA. The final answer was that no domestic battery
recycling facility existsin the UK and SEPA’s adviceisthat batteries should be disposed of in our
waste binsin small quantities at atime.

Elaine May




ALEXANDER G. EUNSON

We were saddened in June to learn of the death of Alex Eunson. Alex served the community over many
years as awell-loved dentist and was one of our long-serving active elders. Even during hisfinal illness,
he attended Session meetings and faithfully performed his district duties.

His love of caravanning and golf led to many stories demonstrating Alex’s love of people. Just four
weeks before death he was on the golf course with his many friends.

His interest and expertise in photography was of considerable benefit to the congregation and we will
remain indebted to him for photographs of the church exterior, the interior before and after chancel
ateration and for group photographs of office bearers over the years.

The large turnout of friends, colleagues and patients at the Thanksgiving Service in Stonelaw on 16th
June demonstrated the warm affection with which Alex was regarded.

We thank God that we had the joy of knowing Alex, and our thoughts and prayers are with Evelyn,
Susan and Douglas, daughter-in-law Patricia and grandchildren Fraser and Sarah.

Malcolm Doig

THANK YOU
Evelyn Eunson and family wish to thank the minister and members of the congregation for their cards,
letters, visits, flowers and support during their recent sad bereavement.

A number of other expressions of gratitude have been received over the summer months:

The Late Anne Summers

| should like to thank everyone in the Stonelaw congregation and in Burnside in general who helped
Annein any way when she was serioudly ill. So many people were involved that it would be impossible
to name them all, but you can be certain she very much appreciated whatever you did for her.

Isabel McPhedran (next of kin)

~————— e e e e e e e et et et Pt et Pt

My sincere thanks to Alistair and the congregation for all the support, prayers, lifts to the hospital and
the cards we received during my Mum’s illness and after Mum passed away. Thank you for your
continuous support.

Margaret and Emma McDade

Just a quick word to thank everyone at Stonelaw so much for the flowers which we received today,
wishing uswell with our house move. It was very thoughtful and we are very grateful - it’s nice to have
something to look at in the midst of our packing! We moveto Tollcross on 19th August and will really
miss everyone though we aretreating it as an adventure! We’ll be sureto keep in touch to find out what’s
been happening, but thank you all very much again.

Shona & Graeme Kelly
66 Dryburgh Avenue




EVER FEEL YOU DON’T KNOW ENOUGH?

Whether because Sunday School was ‘agesago’, or we didn’t go, many of us have more questionsthan answers.
At last year’s congregational conference, we said we wanted to learn more. Well, our autumn project, Living
Faith, can help.

Living Faith: exploring the essentials of Christianity is aten-part course on the Bible, what Christians believe,
and what it all means. It’saimed at hel ping us understand the basic facts— and perhaps dig alittle deeper. 50 of
us participated in ‘Christianity Explored’, our last learning venture. This time we want everyoneto join in.

The Book

Thereisashort book available entitled ‘Living Faith’ (price £5), divided into 10 six-page chapters. Please sign
up for a copy of this (or contact me). You’ll get alot out of it, even if you can’t come to any of the meetings.
(Thereis aso amore in-depth book for those who want more).

The meetings

We will hold 10 sessions — you can come to as many (or asfew) asyou are able. At each, we’ll watch a short
video that ties in with the chapter we have read. | will try to answer any queries, and there will be time for
sharing together as a group. The video features Tom Wright, who is currently Bishop of Durham. It doesn’t
assume you know anything.

The sessions will be held from 8:00 — 9:15pm on Thursday nights. At the time of writing, | am also hoping to
hold a Tuesday morning session if there is sufficient demand. By the time you are reading this, the first
meetings may have taken place, but it is not too late to join in; just turn up at the church.

Living Faith: sessionsand dates

1. The story and message of the Bible (8th September)
2. The Old Testament (15th September)
3. Theworld, life and mission of Jesus (22nd September)
4. The gospel testimoniesto Jesus (29th September)
5. Paul and the outward movement (13th October)

6. A brief history of Christianity (27th October)

7. Christian doctrines and beliefs (10th November)
8. Other religions and beliefs (17th November)
9. Growing in and sharing Christ (24th November)
10. Living Christianity in the world (8th December)

Remember if you miss some — you can look at the book to recap. Sessions will start at 8 o’clock, (with an
optional time of prayer at 7:30) and we’ll end at 9:15. Note we don’t meet in the first week of the month (that’s
when housegroups meet) or the October holiday week.

Please do use this opportunity. | know from talking to you that many of you have questions, and long to
understand more about your faith. | think you’ll find this an opportunity that teaches you, and does not insult
your intelligence.

Alistair

NATIONAL MISSION TEAM - QUIZ NIGHT

Our, now becoming traditional, Quiz Night will be on 29th October this year so please keep this date free and
get started improving your general knowledge skills again!

Thisyear we are raising money for the Reachout Trust which is showing Christian commitment to the young
people of our own area.

We look forward to seeing you again when we hope we can have another enjoyable, fun evening.
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STONELAW BIBLE CLASS — 1944 - 45

* Were you amember of the Senior Bible Class back at the end of the war?
* Do you remember Mary Coyne?

* Would you like to tell Stonelaw magazine readers more about those days?

You may be wondering where all these questions came from. Well, it all started back in May — just after the
June magazine was ‘put to bed’. | received an e-mail through our website. It was from Shirley Whyte, the
daughter of Mary Coyne.

Mary had attended the Senior Bible Class back in 1944, at which point she would have been about 22. Following
her mother’s death, Shirley found a syllabus from the Senior Bible Class of that year — it makes interesting
reading. The month of January, for instance, had some topics that seem very strange to us today:

January 7 Enlisting
January 14 Our Cause
January 21 Our Leaders
January 28 Our Rations

The nearest equivaent we have to a Senior Bible Class these daysis probably Platform 3. | wonder what the
Bible Class Members of 1944-45 would make of Platform 3’s syllabus (see page 4).

Shirley also found an extract from alocal paper — could it have been the Reformer?
Sonelaw Plays
Fine Performances by G.A.

The Girls’ Association of Stonelaw Church added considerably to their histrionic reputation last Tuesday and
Wednesday by their presentation of three one-act plays in the Church Hall.

The chairman was the Rev Archd. Watt, minister of the church, and the producer was Mr Thomas McKechnie.

The playswere ‘Mélville Castle’ by William Gallacher; ‘Red Wax’ by Edward Percy; and ‘The Wooin’ O’t’ by
W.D. Cocker.

The players were Thomas McKechnie, Janette Beveridge, William Morton, Mary Keter, Margaret Howard,
Mary Coyne, Anna Craig, Cath. Howie, Isobel Burns, Margaret Handyside, Muriel Dalgleish, Mary Graham
and Nessie Ross.

At intervals during the evening, solos were rendered by Mrs Allan, (Tuesday), Mrs Pinkerton, (Wednesday),
whilst the accompanist each evening was Mr Neil Lees, the church organist.

The votes of thanks were proposed by Mr J.A. Brown (Tuesday) and Mr E.H. McNab (Wednesday).

So, if you are one of the people mentioned in the above review or if you were amember of the Bible Class back
in 1944, I’d loveto hear fromyou. Givemeacall on 647 1337 and next month I’ll give the congregation more
insight into life in Stonelaw at the end of the Second World War.

Janis Neil

WERE YOU A WAAF?

My nameis Fiona Baskett and | live at Stanton Court, formerly a Georgian rectory, in alittle village in Wiltshire
called Stanton St. Quintin.

I am currently writing a book about the history of the house and | understand that during the 2nd World War it
was used as a billet for the WAAFs who worked at nearby RAF Hullavington. The visitors’ book in our local
parish church has indicated that severa of the WAAFs came from the Rutherglen area and | would be very
interested in getting in touch with any who still live in the area who remember Stanton Court.

Many thanks

Fiona






