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Letter from the Minister...

Dear Friends

It really was $onelaw at its best — a real ‘team’
effort. It was greatly appreciated by the children,
many of whom had little or no Church connection.
There were tears when it ended, and lots of
gquestions about ‘next yeaParents too were
appreciative We had the best response at the
parents’evening that anyone can remembée
were involved in serving, and witnessing to, our
wider community Exhausting¥es, but also very
rewarding.

Of course, the five day sprint that is the Holiday
Club is only part of itWe now have the long-

distance endurance test that goes on through the

year: uniformed oganizations, Guild,
discoverers, toddlers, playgroup and more. At
this time of yearall of that is at the starting block
ready to go.

We have real opportunities. | believe that by our
mutually reinforcing activities, we are impacting
on our wider communityVe are serving and we
are witnessing. But we need to build on that. Can
we keep it up?

The Holiday Club theme was ‘Champions’ using
an Olympic analogy to explore how Jesus ‘ran
the race’— and building on Pawl'description of
the Christian life as being like an athletic training
ground (1 Corinthians 9:23-27, Philippians 3:12-
14) .We had five ‘D5 for the five days of our
club: direction, (no) distraction, dedication,
determination, and finally decoration.

There are many challenges as we face the future
together It involves ongoing discipline,
generosity and commitment — both in the doing

and in the praying. But let us remember at all
times, this is the Lord'work and we do it in His
strength.

Pray that this coming session we (and that
includes you) will be given what it takes to build
up the team, to strengthen those involved, to set
our eyes on the goal, and to go forward together
for Christ.

Alistair
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Chur ch Diary

Services at 1 1:00am and 6:30pm, conducted by Rev  Alist air May unless otherwise st ated

Sunday 3rd September Sunday 24th September

11:00am  Morning Service 11:00am Rev John Collard

6:30pm Readings in Romans (1:1-17) 6:30pm Rev John Collard

Sunday 10th September Sunday 1st October

11:00am  Morning Service 11:00am  Holy Communion

6:30pm Readings in Romans (1:18-32) 6:30pm Holy Communion (Rom. 4:21-4:25)
Sunday 17th September Sunday 8th October

11:00am  HarvesitThanksgiving 11:00am  Morning Service

6:30pm Readings in Romans (2:1-3:20) 6:30pm Reading in Romans (5:1-6:23)
MIDWEEK

Thursday Evenings (7:45)
House groups will recommence on Septembel(aitld meet again on October 5tje are still debating
what to do beyond that — full details will be in the announcement sheets.

TheWednesday goup meets at:
Stephen & Julie Hoeg - 26 ACentralAvenue

Thursday meetingsare held at:

Maynie Masors home - 68 Greystodevenue

Bill and Anne Sewarts - 9AbbotsfordAvenue

John and Moira Shaw'- 52 Highbugh Drive

TheVestry led by Malcolm and Greta Doig and Alistair May

Wednesday Morning PrayerMeetings

The prayer Group meets evatjednesday morning from 10:301:B0 am with tea/céée at 10:00am in the
Transept Cornelestry We would love to have your presence even though yfeu pbur prayer in silence. If
you have any queries phone Greta Doig on 0141 634 4888 or Mobile 07917 161 692.

For anyone wishing prayer for themselves or others, the Prayer Chain will be available by telephoning Greta
Doig on 0141 634 4888.

Burnside-Blairbeth

We congratulate our neighbours at Burnside-Blairbeth Church in the selection of their new nonister
replace David Easton who retired last yeBine RewVilliam Wilson, formerly minister atron S. Mary’s
Church in Springburn, will be inducted during the month of SepterRieaise rememb#villiam, his
family, and the congregation in your prayers.

Chur ch R eqister

Deaths

Mr John Robertson, 7B GreystoAeenue, Burnside. Died 13th June.
Mrs Rose Rhodes, 14 Milrig Road, Rutjien. Died 25th July

Mr lan Todd, 53 Buchanan Drive, Burnside. Died 28th July
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B usiness Matters
FINANCIAL SUMMARY FOR JUNE / JULY 2006

Actual 2005 Budget to Actual v
Month | To Date date Budget
FWO Gift Aidetc| 15108 52389
Ordinary 889 3783
Total Offerings 15997 56172 59920 61889 -5717
Tax recovery 2494 11011 *x
Other 134 1592 il
Total income 18625 68775
Expenditure* 24675 75884
Surplus/Shortfall -6050 -7109

** The 2006 Budget requires a total of £22,000ar Recoveries and £750 in other income.

ELDERS’ DOOR DUTIES

Could you Contribute?

No, we're not looking for your money. But the magazine team would be delighted
to receive items for the magazine which would be of inter est to the congregation.
So if you come across something that you would like to share with others, send it
in. Orif you could write something original, then that would be ev en better.

Send your items by the magazine cut-off date to janis.neil@ntlworld.com. Next
month, that'’s Sunday, 17th September.




Or ganisation News....

GUILD

What a wonderful summer! | hope that all our
members and friends benefited from it and will
return to the Guild refreshed and ready to begin
a new session.

We have planned various speakers based on our
theme, which this year i ET'S LIVE, BODY

MIND and SOUL” and our speaker for the
opening night is Major M@aret Huyton from
Rutheglen SalvatiorArmy who will speak on

the theme. Our first meeting is dvednesday

4th October at 7:30 pm in the church haligood
attendance is hoped for and we assure you of a
good meeting and also a special tea and lots of
chat. The committee has decided that a change
of format be introduced and the meetings will be
led by committee members and other members
of the Guild. We hope that this will meet with
your approval. As ever new members will be
made especially welcome and we look forward
to seeing you on the 4th October

Myra Howitt (Convener)

TUESDAY CHAT GROUP

Hello Everyone. | hope you all had a good
summer brealdny new members wishing to join

us please do, as it would be good to see new faces.
We meet on the secofidiesday of every month
from September to June in the mid-hall at 7:30pm.

Our first meeting is on the 12th September at
7:30pm.We have invited MAndrew Davis to
talk about the ‘Hopedrganisation.

Future dates

10th October: Blood Transfusion Service

Diane Dool

14th November: MissionAviation Fellowship
Andrew Martin

12th December: Christmas Celebrations with

Secret Santa

Looking forward to seeing you all there.
Remember as always tea/feaf will be provided.

Alison McCatan (secetary)

[ hERCartoonll [t

Popcorn, and exciting cartoons exploring Christian themes.

First Saturday of each month
(2nd September, 7th October, 4th November, 2nd December)

2.00 - 3.30 pm

All children are welcome. Parents/carers are welcome to stay too, or to leave their
children. (An adult must remain with any pre-school child). Free of charge.

More information? Phone 583-0157




News fr om Abr oad....

...FROM ALISTAIR AND MARY IN KYRGYSTAN

As we came in over the Chui valley and in toward
the airport, the sun was already making its
difference to the contours of the earth, and there
was promise of a warm day Segei, our taxi-
driver, was smiling down from the waiting area
as we came up the bridge that leads from the plane
these days right into the airporiMe sensed we
were in our adopted home once moré/e felt

the warmth of the sun, though still only 6:30, and
could see the outline of the mountains still
obscured by the early morning mist.

Our apartment had been hoovered and dusted for
our arrival and soon we could lie down for a rest
to recover a little from the longer than usual
journey You will all know of the extra delays
that made us divert to London City and take a
taxi by Buckingham Palace and the sights of
London through to Heathrow and the long queue
for registration and then for security

It was good to have the Saturday to put our feet
up a bit before Sunday came and the demands of
preaching to the International Church
congregation once moreAs ever there were
changes. Some familiar faces gone, but bright new
ones from Germany and USA and local friends
too...we knew we were back, and welcomed.

Since then, we've had time to plan for the various

projects and classes, have some of the new folk
to the apartment, talk with some who specially

wanted to share something and think of how we

would entertain Christine and Ranald when they

come.

...AND FROM CHRISTINE IN TAJIKIST AN...

DearAll,

Just a quick note to say that | am safely back in a
very hotTajikistan.

Very thankful for an amazingly straightforward
journey We were met at the airport at 4:00am
by three of our drivers, bearing flowers!

My wee house is in reasonable order; the fig tree
has doubled in size in my absence and is covered
in lovely sweet figs.

On the down side - one colleague, Jan, has had to
return ugently toAustralia with what looks like

All was as normal as we have learned things can
be till we heard of Marg brother Michae$
illness and then his death on MondayHe had
not been well for some time, but the final phase
of his illness was mercifully rapid. Mary is
leaving for the funeral ofhursday but | will
stay on here.

There is open house for our church folk tomotrow
We dont know how many will come but there
are four quiches in the oven, some others are
bringing brownies and other things, and there will
be the fellowship which strengthens us on the
way.

On Friday I'll go with a group to the young
offenders’colony Maybe Ranald will come
earlier than Christine, who'll probably come back
with her Mum on Monday morningThen time
with them among the mountains and rivers of
Kyrgyzstan.

Thatis some of our life..... thank you for sharing
it with us.Thank you for the gift that came after
our visit to you in July....seems so long ago
already....and the continuing prayerful support.

Our Saviour Jesus is visible as He walks and talks
with us on the wayEvery day something new of
Him, from Him... and to Him.

A friend of ours speaks of ‘living at the speed of
grace’. | like that.

Blessings with you and all the household of God.

cancer; another has been unable to return with
serious inflammation of the spine and a family

here has just had their son diagnosed with
muscular dystrophy

I was very touched by all the encouragement |
received from all you folks at home - thanks so
much for that. It means a great deal to me.

Blessings to you all,

Christine



Pause for Though t

A Pocket ful of Memories

As the song says “Leat’start at the very beginning,

a very good place to start” and so it was that the
month of May found many of us collecting for
ChristianAid. | won't dwell too much on this
but the following are a few excuses given to the
volunteers: “Sorryl'm just back from Majorca

— I've no change.” “I'm afraid my parents are
out at the moment.” (this from a young lady in
her early thirties) “I'm aiustralian — I'm only
here for a few weeks.Words fail me.

Before the end of May | received an invitation to
the Centenary of Ibrox Primary School which |
attended as a boylt proved to be a most
interesting afternoon. The displays of
memorabilia were very well ganized. One
particular quote said ‘@ teach someone is to
touch a life forevet The strap or tawse was also
on show — a gentle remindeAll who attended
appreciated the hard work andoef which had
been involved in the various displays.

The month of June found me caught up in the
World Cup. There was precious little glory on
offer from England. Not a lot of style either
unless you count the expensive designer threads
on the back of th&Vags (wives and gals etc.).
Finally what we saw in the shoot-out was a
collective loss of nerve.

I was also drawn in the same week to the survivors
of the Somme, reminding me of the horrors and
the carnage they had to endw¢hat would these
brave old men, who risked a horrible death and
lost countless comrades in a brutal waake of
gelled athletes crying their eyes out after losing
a football match? Is there any moral in all this?
| think so. That whipped-up hysteria and paying
lunatic salaries to prima donnas whose
professions seem to be male modelling and who
occasionally play football, is no substitute for
talent, hard work and old-fashioned, dignified
conduct on and bthe pitch. To make these guys
role-models for young people would be laughable
if it weren't so serious. (My old dad had a saying
—'it would make a cuddy laugh’JThe game needs

to be cleaned up and they need to start with the
‘sin bin’. The more sitting in the ‘sin bin’, the
less chance of winning.The less chance of
winning, the more chance they might play the
game. Especially if each punishment is linked to
a cut in wages. ‘The Beautiful Game'.

By the way | enjoyed the tune of the German
national anthem, reminding me of that lovely
hymn “Glorious things oThee are spoken, Zion
city of our God”.

Before the end of the month | received my usual
report card from Mayaret. | wort divulge what

it contained other than to say that her closing
remark merely said “could do better”.

The following month found us heading for
Normandy and there | walked once again along
the beach of SValéry-en-Caux, a little fishing
village about eighteen miles south of Diepps.

| gazed up at the high dif on either side, many
thoughts flashed through my mind. On thefclif
face were the remains of an old German gun
emplacement and on top of the fcéifood a most
impressive monument in memory of the 51st
Highland Division. | turned and walked down
towards the harbour and there to my amazement
still standing was a huge wooden cross.
Somehow each one spoke to me — firstipse
who tried to deny us our freedom, secondly those
who died to preserve our freedom and finally the
cross and the one who died for us all and gives
us our final victory For the cross of Christ is the
centre of the circumference of the love of God.

The following day | decided to explore a little
part of Normandy but somehow time caught up
with me and | finished up by hitch-hiking my way
back to the hotelWithin a few minutes a young
lady stopped and drove me safely to my abode.
(It just couldnt happen here.)

During our stay | came across the following
snippet from a newspapent seems a moter
cyclist and his companion were driving through
a suburb of Paris — naketdlhey were stopped by
the police and chged. When they appeared in
court, they were fined — for not wearing helmets!
True!

Lastly our memories are storehouses of the grace
of our Lord. When we look back we realize the
times He has been with us in our adversities, the
times He has taken us unawares with His
overwhelming kindness, the times He has taken
hopeless empty days and filled them with new
promise and made new achievements possible.

The memories of the past can sometimes be the



key to the presentWe do our work, get on with
our daily living, unaware that Jesus is théreen

a familiar act of grace, a sudden gift of providence
surprises us and we remember Him. His coming
is always generousThe sign of His presence is
the unfailing love with which He cares for us.
Let us recollect the Lord’'goodness in past days
and ask that we may recognize Him tad#

the same time, | am always cheered by the
ridiculous story about the wayside pulpit outside
a church where the church notice board
announced that next Sunday Mr J Borland would
preach and the wayside pulpit below assured
passers-by “Don’'worry, it may never happen.”

There is no virtue in anticipating calamifyhere

is nothing particularly holy in always fearing the
worst. It may never happen. How good is the
God we adore, our faithful unchangeable Friend.

In closing, let me say that life has changed
drastically since the days of the 18th centiYigt
the needs of the human heart havefanged.
We still need spiritual vision and hopéelhe
challenge of our day is to live the ancient gospel
of Christ and to present it in ways that a younger

generation reared on modern technology can
understand.

| started with a song and so | finish with one |
heard during the summer —

“When | am down and oh my soul so weary
When troubles come and my heart burdened be,
Then | am still and wait here in the silence

Until you come and sit awhile with me.

You raise me up so | can stand on mountains
You raise me up to walk on stormy seas

| am strong when | am on your shoulders

You raise me up to more than | can be.”

J Borland
A BIT OF HUMOUR

When James arrived home from Sunday School,
his mother asked him what they had been teaching
him. There was a slight silence, then he said “The
minister was talking about sinAt this his mother
eagerly asked him “What did he sayRgain a
slight silence, then James replied “| think he was
against it”.

ADVANCE WARNING -
the pantomime season is
approaching....

OK, it's about three months away
really, but the Rutherglen Rep folk are
already planning a fun time for us all.

Here’s their poster, but in case it hasn'’t
reproduced very well in our printer,
here are the details:

Goldilocks will be performed on
Monday 4th December at Stonelaw
Church at 7:15pm. The cost is £5.50
for adults, £4.00 for concession
tickets.

The booking hotline is 07092 392 537.
Find out more at:

www.rutherglenrep.org.uk.
or ask our own lain Morrison.




Contt act Information

Minister

RevAlistair May
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Roger Hannah, 142 Blairbeth Road

lain Morrison, Flat G/L, 5 Parkhill Drive 569 3609 iain.g.morrison@ntlworld.com
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Maidie Smeaton
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Church Magazine Editorial Team
Morag Moore, 26 Buchanan Drive 647 2130
Janis Neil, 14lbert Drive 647 1337 janis.neil@ntlworld.com
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MAGAZINE DEADLINE

Items for the  October issue of the Church
Magazine to be handed to the editorial team

no later than  Sunday, 17th September 2006.




